HHH 
£28 "The Svrpierency of the 


;  IRITS TEACHINGE 


. 


A "Without Humane LEtarninG. 
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4 þ Teaife tending tO Erove - HuM ANE-LEARNING 
.to be no help to the ſpiritual underſtanding 
4 ofthe Worp of Gop, © 
Y Written (ifit may be) tor thelencing of ſuch falſe andſcan- 
F” dalous Reports, as have been rumoured abont concerning this mat- 


--, ter; And alſofor the affording of true Information to 
- all ſuch as deſire to know the Truth. 
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Pr "I So A faithful Witnes Will not lie but a Falſe record wil (peak lies. ho 
89 57: 14. Caſt je up, ca#t ye up, rats the Way, take np the feum- 
j 


mg-block ont of the way of my people, 
Mal 2. 1, 2-; And now 6 ye Prieits, thus Conmandement ts for you ; if ® £ 
yewill not hear it, nor conſider it in your heart, to give glory to my | 
Name ([aith the Lora of Hoſts ) I will even ſend a Curſe upon Jonand 
| wil curſe your bleſſings : yea, 1 have carſed them areal becauſe ye 
X" not conſider it in your heart, 
hatch. Il. 25, 26. At that time feſzzs anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee £ 
0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe thing 
0m the wiſe and men of wnderſtauding , and haſt revealed them unto Þ 
& 


44994 


LIZ Even ſo Father, becauſe thy good plea(ure was [uch, 
METGT5» Then he ſaid unto them, Te are they that juſtifie your ſelves 
bef Fe men, but God knoweth your hearts : for china ich is highly T 
4 eemed among#t men, # abomination jn the ſight of God, S 
att. 11+6. Andbleſſed t he that ſhall not be offended in me. + 
See alſo Efay 29. 14; and Rev. 2. 24, 25s | _* 
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hath Ave out foe ſmoak ofthe bot- 

tomleſs Pit, which I conceive to-be 

Humane | Oe. which is ſomuch 

ma pnified, ; NSN: a help, whereby to 
under rſtand the mind of God. 

_ This matter hath ſo vexed and tor- 

Fipſos the men of that Throne, that even 

/ mſel Fat whoſe requeſt I was moved to 

open  habartion of Scripture, 2 Pet. 3-16, 

' hath (as Iamcredibly informed) re eport- 

a about thu City, That 1 made a Calf, 

(meaning a falſe ng unſound expoſition) 

and when I had done, danced about it, 


% + # 


herein expoſing nat only me, but the very 


* 
| 


| Truthit (5 F which Tin thu point deli- 
tered, to ay derifion and contem mpt, and 
acbad r rather be decei- 


(60h p wee ave Yo our Ne Ts =s U ; 
CurrsT {tbe Lord of Glory, with reſbef - 

F Perſon) then to recerve and: juſtifie the 
Truthof Go v, if the Meſſenger be weak . 

and contemprible, and bis Meſſage. in 

power, much plainneſs and demonſtration 

of the $ pirit ; And not beautifed with ex-. 
elency of ſpeech, and ſwelling words of 

man's wiſdom, which is enmity to God. 

þ enoſſeth and oppoſeth the fa ſimplicity of 

ha way in the diſpenſation of the glori. 

ous Myſterie of x8 Goſpel. And there. 

fire God hath ſaid of it, as Simon Peter 

lid, toSimon Magus, (c) Thou haſt C (*) AR. 8. 
nelther part nor ſhe: in this matter. | - :Cor-rag, 
" Bit yet (me thinks) ſuch men (4) as @) Epheſ,. 
wald carry the ſhew of Godlirieſs, ſhould ' * 
yp the Counſel of the Apoiile, that 


ich h carriages are things not ſeemly.; 
FE. 3 " though. | 


_ them, for ry nnipert, We i6/ 5 

fork 18, being 80 me amore ſhows hy F 

tion, that I have theTruth on my hide; 

— Co)ukers Fg thus) was (e) Jeſus Cheih our Lord j 

RT ſerved by by the wiſe a ko 

mhenashetaught them ys 4 Daftrine M || 

pleaſed them not. 4nd thut was Paul the 
Preacher. of Righteouſneſs dealt. by of the 
: (7)A8 7. learned Cf) Athenians, even for prea- 
 chingleſus, andthe Reſurreftion. Like- 

_ Wife, Tread in Heb. u...that this in former; 

times was part of the trial that the Lordi 

exerciſed his itneſſes withall,even moc- 

kings, ver/.36. And therefore,as our $a 

viour teacheth me, Thave in thucaſe great 

cauſe to be glad and 'rejayce ; far they ha-W 

ving ſo ſerved feſu Chriſt my, Lord, 4 1 

bis faithful follawers ; then, what. am I 

that T, ſhould he one of that number tha 

5: have ſo large ('g ), incquragement ant ſ 

rene WORE: 4  £ſpal aber i 
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BECBEES JS 4a ATE: i299 4A. OÞ | 
ſob (þ) in his diftreſſed condition, crave, (2). 99s 
That he, and all youthat have dont this . 


: Kh: { 


big, wil ufermeroſpeak, andwhen 
ſhave ſpoken, mock on ; AY 7, inthe 
ideed, becauſe &) 39, 


(i) Servant of God ſaid, ln 
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rear the people only, Wiſdom muſt 
fiewih you: fo will Imake bold toſay 
$0508 alſo. Tet, for all bis Olnderftand- 

is, and ſuch others as heard me, they fai- 

kd of their zeal for God, and hu dag 


hn that they ſought not to ſuppyeſſe ani 
throw down that Calf of diſhonor, which 
myſt needs-(being an 1dol) be a very high 
provocation in the eyes of his Glory, which 

ir that put me. upon this Exerciſe baving 
beeped againiti;when it as finfe,nd 
pith much paſtion manifeſted bis great 
Mike thereof before many witneſſer,ougÞ} 
Ipecially, and was obliged to have done, 
ling then lovingly requeſted by # 1 'S 
I i Lv that 
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that mus there preſont, fr the Jatsfllim 
| of all that Aſſembly,. to- inftance, if notin 
all, yet at leaft in ſome-particular Scrip. 
tare, wherein I had perverted it, ſeeing 
he had openly caſt an aſþerſion-on all that 
I had ſaid; but neither he, nor any of hi 
| Profeſiion, though many were then pre- 
ſent,did undertake this task , nor yet to thu 
day hath be, nor any of them endeavoured 
it, Jo it may appear my Error was not ſo if 
great,or none at all, that they could prove, 
or elſe their zeal to God,, and by Truth, 
and their charity to me, and others, very 
ſmall. And if there were "a Calf, it wa 
their, Humane Learning and W iſdom, 
which the men of this T hrone ſet up, and 
themſelves danced about it, whileſs I, t 
their great grief and diſcontent, was lu-1 
bouring with all the power and might that 
God aſviffed me with,utterly to caſt down, 
grinds paoder and 0 bowing 
” K-" Me. 
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with the Word of God, with the breath 
" ofhis mouth.” Whether it be thus, or no, 
 Trommend now 10 the judgment of all ſuch 
- a4love and know the Fruth ; not doubting 
but there will be. ſome found, that out of 
love will reprove what # amiſs,and ſoturn 
the ſinner out of the error of his way; 


. » 


though ſome others,as (k)ob ſaith, forge (4) Job, 
lies, ( 4s 1 could name divers ) whoare © © 
' Phyſictans of no value. 


_  ForGod, who knows the hearts of all 


 men,knows that it was not my intent at all 
at that time to have medled in this Argu- 
ment, nor with this Scripture, nor till the 
night before 1 ſpake of it, and all becauſe 
1haew.if 1 did, it would be offenſroe, as | 
thath proved : and what did herein, it 
as by.the advice of Friends , but now T 
ſee that Gods band was in it, and I doubt 
not but for good; though it 1s, and may be 

= "7 portion deeply to Jaffe for is: And for 


men 


T "Io the Rabel. 

,..., mentobeoffended at the Truth; and ſuch 

Cn as declare-it, is no new thing, even for the 

x b94 Cl) Builders themſelves to flumble at the 

35  flumbling-ſlone: Butleaving all ſuch to 
_ ſtandorfalltotheir own Lord. 

Something remains to be ſpoken concer- 

ning the matter following, for the preven- 


zing of ſuch things as may further be ob- 
um againſt it. 


7 hough the matter be the ſame in 
ſubſtance that it was at the firſt delivery, 
yet ſomewhat may be waiting, and ©, 
which was then ſaid; and more ts added 
in other reſpetts then at that ti me Was ſþ0- 
ken, Which 1 thought fit to give notice of. 
2. Another Exception, and that of 
great moment, u, That Thave blaſphe- 
_ med againſt [eſus Chriſt, in ſa aying, that 
He was without Humane Learning. 
Now, bejides what is anſwered here- 
anto' in the'firſt Objettion belonging to the 
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fot Dofirine, if any yet remain un/atufi- 
' ed, and will affirm the contrary, Letthem 
| declare Cas the. Cm) Apofiie ſaith) who, 
 washis Counſejlour, and who taught 
* him,and he ſhall be recompenced. T be 
ſcripture tels ys, that He grew.in wil- 
dom. and ſtature, and ſo coupleth them 
alike together. Now none will affirm 
that He learned Hu ſtature : then from 


the like will I affirm, that He learned not 


Hu W 1{dom, no more then He did His 
ſtature ; and ſo 1f none taught Him, then 
muſt 14 .needs follow that He was without 
Humane Learning : for, we in common 

ſpeech call them unlearned,which was ne- 
Ver taught, as aid the (n) Fews ; And 
Learning preſuppoſeth one toT each, /o 
that (me thinks )) it © but requiſite, if any 


I 1» 34,35» 


(») Joh. 7. 
I 5» 
Act. 4r I 3o | 


did oaffirm, that they ſhould declare His 


Teacher . which if they cannot do, why 


Z Mane 


if id ; : . 
then ſhould they affirm Him 50.bave Hu- 
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—___ TotheRraver. 
mane Learning, eAnd me thinks, the 
matter being rightly conſidered, it will be 
found Blaſphemy for any to affirm that 
He had Humane Learning , /ceing that 
in ſo doing, they call in queſtion the perfe. 
fon of His Manhood , as if there were 
others that could add unto Him, ſeeing all 
grant that the Maſter is above the Schol. 
ler : And the Scripture witneſſeth for me, 
(0) Luke - that at (0) twelve years old, ſuch was his 
4% wiſdom obſerved among#t the Doctors, 
as that they were aſtoniſhed at His un- 
 derſtandingandanſwers; and doubtleſi 
this was part of their great wonder,ſeeing | 
that He never Learned; as it was the 
Or) A® 4 Councels wonder alſo concerning (p ) Pe- 
9 ter and lohn. Therefore for any -to. af- 
firm Him tobe by men taught, is to take 
that glory from Him which He had of his 
On, and ſo they are moſt like to be them 
' that blaſpheme. © 1 
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> TotheRznaven 8 
4 Tris alfo very likely that pride and 
yain glory will be imputed unto me, as it 
bath been already, T hat 1, being as Tam, 
ſhould undertake to maintain that which 
allgodly and learned men are contrary to 
mein. 
TAnſwer, That it is no ſtrange thing 
for the Servants of God to meet with ſuch 
hard meaſure, even for declaring of the 
Truth ; for /o was Joſeph (4) dealt by (4)Scn-37 


8. 10, 11, 
een of his Father and Brethren : And © 


ſowas Cr ) David wſed for ſpeaking for ©) 1$um 


I7. 28, 


the Lord. And Paul you ſhall fnde was 
(/) ſcoffed atby the learned Atheni- (DAR17 
ans. And ſeeing it hath alwayes been ſo Fo 
ith God s Servants, why ſhould not 1 af- 

frm with the Apoſtle (t) norto paſſe to () Gor. 
be judged of men, whatſoever they be, F F; 
thouph godly, wiſe, learned. ſeeing that 

«the Apoſtle ſaith, It makes no*marter 

tome,, God 15 no (4) accepterof per- _—_ 
1 8 =: :- 
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— ÞÞTotheRxavnn, 
i ſons And.ther j 1 { hold it A defence 
(1 ſufficient with David toſay, (x) Is there 
nota cauſe ſeeing that there isnone, 
that lknow of,that will ſtand up for the 
Lord, againſt thoſethat defie the Hoſt; 
of Iſrael, becauſe that they be not (70., 
liah-like, men of ſtature, having boots 
of.braſs;'and ſuch like furniture, as that 
the fleſhly hearts of men dare not look 
_  fuchinthe face, and all becauſe that 
they be. ſo; rongly furniſhed with 
mans.\ſtrength-: T hough that the Soul: 
diers of the Lord of Hoſts may with one 
blaſi'of a Rams horn, through the might 
(3) Join: gf God, ( ») blow down the ſtrong Wal 
of-thss. ſþirttual Jericho : | ſeerns.that tho 
(<)warhe Lord bath ſaid, That by the (4) mouth 
| of babes:and ſucklings He will perte= 
_ Hispraile; and thu if Babes ſhould ne 
| ett rods, the ſtones would cry : when 
181510 be obſerved,. our Saviour deſcent 
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Gm Babes to'Stones,and not from Babes 
to Learned men, for He hath choſen ſuch 
tobring forth Hu Righteouſneſs as the 
leht; for He himſelf doth not deſpiſe the | 
day of (a) ſmall things. Now theſe . 


+ I Oo 


- 


things conſedered, why ſhould any with the ? 
pond (b) Phariſees, diſdain at what the C) Ma 
ol will do, but lay their hands upon 
their mouths and ſay nothing, becauſe He 
(c) doth it ; And ſeeing it is the Lord's (7 
(4) doing, why ſhould it not be mar- in, 


*: : | 118, 23» 
rdlous.1n onr eyes: Fhough' 1: doabt 


nat:birvche Lord will in his good time 

bring forth one learned Moſes, and ano- 

ther az excellent. that wayes as was.Paul, 

ond cauſe them diſclaiming that Humane 
'excellency, to magnifie the fooliſhneſs of 
God; e) to be wiſer then the:wifdom of ha 
men, and {o every. way:convince them of 

thetr folly this way to his praiſe. \ \. © 

* Andin the mean while let them:that can 

8y receive 
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 TotheRravur 

receive thu for Truth, receive it, and lg 

none «f conceited of Learned men, 1; 

1ftheW ord of God came only to them, 

(/ ) 1Cor. an fromthem, a Paul ſaid to( F. ) ſome 
43037 Ss 

' that werepufſed up. But let ſuch as are 

ſpiritual know, that the Lord reveales hy 

 Mfteries to whom he pleaſeth,and where 

 bewill.;. and therefore the eye of none 

ſhould beevil, becauſe he 1s good, but 

we ſhould learn, as the Wiſe-man ſaith, 

(2) Ecdel- that the race is not alway to the ſwilt, 

nor the battel to the ſtrong; but/it may 

fo prove, that little David 'withort Saul's 

Armour , only nth a ſling and a. ſtone, 

through the N ame of the Lord, ma 

Jo wound' great Goliah of Gath, the 

enemy of God and his People, as that ht 

may receive hu deadly wound,and lye gre- 

veling on the ground, to the diſmayment 

of all the Hoſt of the Philiftims, and great 

rejoycing of the [ſrael of God : and thi 


the 


_ 


PF To the Rn x AD wi. k 
* = ” ha 7 p RE. Is. hewen out of t the Maun- | 
tain without hands ,. 2. onely able._ta.de. 
Therefore let.all that fear the Lord take 
heed that they lean not -to their own wi E. 
dom; but "4 much the more-that any of is 


have Wi » Dada fandbg, Memory, 
and ſuch like natural parts above others, 


ſomuch the more let ws be watchful and 
careful over our ſelves, as knowing that 
the (b) wiſdom of the fleſh is eamity |, 
apainſt God, and is ready to butt againſt 
the Spirit, eAndnow to draw to a conclu- 


74 Rom: 


fron of all in the. words of the Prophet, 
(i) The Lord fruſtrateth the tokens of {;, 5577 
the Liars, and maketh Diviners mad, 
turneth wiſe-men backward, and ma- 
keth their knowledge fooliſhneſs. 
| Jf any (hall except againſt the matter, 
far the rudeneſs of it, as that it 1s without 
form or learning; all ſuch are to know 
that it 1s but ſutable to the whole Argu- 
C ment, 
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| mieht, wind thatif it ſhould be atherniſe, 
ſhould condemn 'that- in prattice ,\which 1 
Juftifie in-words, and ſo make my ſelf 1. 
trefpaſſer. Thus I docommit thu my lu. iſ 
bonr, "with all thoſe that out of love tothe 
Truth ſhall feek information in thu mat- 
ter, tothe bleſiing of the moſt High, and 
remain anunfeigned wel-willer of all them 
that love the Lord leſus in fincerity. 

. The 25" day of the firſt moneth, 1639. 


'Wuhout HUMANE LEARNING. 


The Text, 2 PETER, 3. 16; 
eAs one that in all his Epiſtles ſpeaks of theſe things, in which 
are ſome things hard to be underſtood; Which they that are 
unlearned and unitable, Wreſt, as they do alſo the other Seri- 
 ptures, unto their own deſtruction, CES” 


EgHcſe words, that I am allotted to ſpeak from at 
IF chis time, have a reſpeR, as it ſhould ſeem, to 
BN ſuch things as the Apoſtle liad ſpoken of before ; 
which things ſeem to me, to be thoſe that ate 
contained, from the beginning of the {econd 
L Chapter, to the end of the 13 verſe of this third 
YH CESS Chapter : and the 14 verſ. contains Peters ex- 
bortation, ſtrengthened in the 15 verſ. by his brother Panls.Wri- 
tings, who in all his Epiſtles ſpeaks of theſe things; as of the coming - 
ik Lord 7eſm1, and other things, ſuch as are herein contained : 
among the which ( that is, Paxls Writings in his Epiltles ) ſome 
things were hard to be »nderſtood: 'and ſo indeed was the coming 
f Chriſt Jeſt, which it ſhould ſeem was hard of them to be #»- 
rſtood : and that appears by his earneſt writing to the ( 4) Theſs (#) 3 Theſ, 
ſ«loxians ; where he exhorts themz; that they ſhould not {nddenly 2, at the be. 
temoved, neither by Word, nor Epiftle,' at it Were from hins; as Sins 
if the day of Chriſt Were at band : for there Were many things to 
be fulfilled firſt ; as a departure from the Faith, the riling up, the 
perfeion, and the conſumption of the Mar of Sir: And this ir 
ſhould ſeery, though he had cold chem of it before, yer to them it 
ms hard to be underſtood, which had the trueLearning here meant; 
which things they that were. Vnlcarned and Unſtable, perverred, 


"> C2 py 


4 _ | The Sufficiencie of the Sy1R1T'$-Teaching 
as they did theether Scriptures, unto their own deftruttion, There. 
fore the greatthing here* ro be minded, is, To finde out what this 
Learning isthat Petey here intends. And ſecondly,who they be that 
. arethe #»/earned ones; and by that weſhall eafily find who they be 
_ = thatare the-perverters of the Scriptures, to their own 4eſtr yQ:on, 
| For this end therefore I will conſider what this /-ar ning # not, 
and rhen, whats: @, - 
What learn». At 1s not Humane Learning. That I may not be miſ- conceived 
ing is -n0t. about it, I will here lay down my underſtanding in it : And by Hu- 
mane Learning 1do not mind the knowledpe and underſtanding of 
our own Language, which every man of what Tongue ſoever he be, 
might.in ſome meaſure be-taught of another, as the Parents teach 
their Children, and they learn of them : of this there is a natural ne- 
Rom 10.14 ceſfity, as the Apoſtle ſaith, How ſhall they believe 6n bim of Whom 
they have not heard > Now the hearing there mentioned muſt needs 
be a natural hearing , ſeeing it is ſet before Faith ; and this hearing 
mult needs be the underſtanding of the ſound of words ſpoken.Now 
thus Peter and Joby, and all the reſt learned the foolith things ſpo- 
ken of, 1-Cor. 1, 21+ andthus I acknowledge that there is none 
but in ſome meaſure have this /earni»g, and muſt of neceſſity have 
| it, to underſtand God's mind in an ordinary way. But by Humane 
Learning all along in this matter, which I oppoſe, It is the know- 
ledge of Arts and Sciences, divers Tongues, and much reading, and 3 
| perſiſting in theſe things, ſs as thereby to be made able to under- 
ſtand the mind of God in huWord: this isit that I condemn from 
the word of Truth, for being that by which any is made able ſpiritu- 
ally to underſtand the mxd of God, which the Apoſtle ſaith, cannot 
be attained to by the Words which mans wiſdom teacheth:all which, 
x Cor.2.13, theſe excellencies are ſaid to be. So that by Humane Learning | 
© do here underſtand, that, whereby certain men do excel, and are fat 
_ *aboveand beyond other ordinary men : and jn this ſenſe do I under- 
AR 4.13; ſtand that the Council judged Petey and John to be no ſuch learnd 
| men: For, we in common ſpeech do oppoſea learned man to one 


that otherwiſe: can read and write in his own Tongue, though he do 
not underſtand the grounds of his own ſpeech, as the other man that 


3s learned doth; as 'may appear bythe Book called the Engliſt 
Schoolmaſter. And ſo ſuch learning do I not conceive to be hert 


 zeant, which I conclude for theſe Reaſons, 


1, Becavkt 
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- 7; Beenuſe that then Peter muſt df necelGty condenin himſclf, for x Reafen, 
he was 'n man that in the (b) Councils knowledge was ſuch an (5)'A&s 4.13 


wlearned man, and ſo muſt needs himſelf lye under that blame that 
helayes upon others ; therefore Humane Learning is not herc 
that which: be intends. 


* 2. Becauſe Humane Learning is a (c) rudiment of this world : 2 Reaſon. 
-Hence it is that 'our Saviour acknowledgeth , that his Myſteries (c) Col.z.8. 
were hid from the (4d) Learned : but they were not hid from, his (4) Luk-10. 


"2176 


Diſciples , for #nto them it was (e) given to know the Myſteries of Ce) Mat, 13; 


the Kingdom. Ana the rudim.nts of thu World are not after Chriſt, 641... 8, 


the Apoſtle rels us : therefore Humane Learning cannot be it that 
Peter here mindes. . 


3. Becauſe the nature! man cannot (f ) perceive the things, of y Reaſon. 
Ged ; but a meer natural man, may be a great worldly learned man, (f) 1 Cor-2: 
as were the Egyptians, and Babylonians, and as are many of the "4: 


- Romiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits : therefore for this cauſe, thar is not the 
lcarning here meant. 


4 Becauſe ſach of Gods ſervants, as have had ſuch kind of « 32a, 


learning, when as they came to know Chriſt, they forſook it all, as 


Moſes when he came to age, though he Was (g ) learnedin all the (4) At 7.22. 
Wiſdom of the Egyptians, yet by Faith he forſook all the treaſures of 


Beypt ; and this being one of Egypr- treaſures, @forſook this alſo: 
for when he faith treaſures, there none is excepted : therefore in 
as much as Leerning was one, as well as Riches and Hoxor:,he for- 
ſook that alſo ; as ſeeing by Faith a better treaſure in the worſt con- 
dition among the people of God, then in the beſt condition in the 
world, ſuppoſe it be Learning. | | £7 | 
'* Thelikeis to be ſeen in Parnl, Who counted all thing s loſſe aud 
dung that he might win Chriſt, even the righteonſneſſe of the Law 


it ſelf which is far beyond all this ; and all this be did that he might | 
know Him : Wherein the Apoſtle gives me to underſtand, that all 


ſuch things were but hinderances to keep him from the knowledge of 
Chriſt to Salvation, which is it that here 1 mind alſo : Therefore 
likewiſe this is not the {earning here meant, ſeeing it was rejeRed of 
'them, therefore it "was no belp nor fartherahce to them to know 
_ Chriſt by, but lets and hinderances ; and ſo much appears by thoſe 
Converts in A&-+ 19+ 18, 19+ who when they believed are ſaid, ſuch 


of then as {ed curious Arti, to burn their Books, declaring that. 
| : C3 \ now- 
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6 _ "The Sfſiciencie of the Sp1K1T'S Teaching 
T now they had met with learning of far greater worth than thejr 
W. curious Arts, and therefore now they burn their Books , declaring 
| | that now they had no more need of them : And ſo conclude, that 
ſuch as this, is not the /earning here meant. .. —_— 
| : i come to manifeſt what Learning it is the Apoſtle here in- 
E-> tendeds \ \ = 
E What Learn- Now the Learning here intended by the Apoſtle, it is, as I under- 
ing it %. {tand, That ſoznd knowledge, and ſure information that every Chri- | 
Col. :.7, {tian hath in fe/ws Chriſt, whereby he is ſo deeply rooted, and fo 
| ſurely grafted into Him by Faith,as that he abides unmoveably ſetled 
Eph. 3. 17,18. in'Him, as thereby he abides ſtable in the ſure k»owledge and wnder. 
1 Pet. 2.6. - fanding of the Ford of Chrift ; and ſo much here, me thioks, the 
lo Apoltle gives us to underſtand, how that the #nlearned, they be un- 
ſtable : then on the contrary the {earned they are ſtable, believing, 
and being laid on the true Foundatigngthey ſhal never be confounded 
or aſhamed. Now, ſuch as theſe are, that are /earned, as the truth 
# in 7eſus, theſe may well ſay to the greateſt worldly learned ones, 
as Philip ſaid to the Eunuch, Vnderſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt? 
and not only ſo, but ſuch may teach them the underſtanding of the 
(b) x Coru2;y Myſterie, ſaying, Theſe are taught and inſtruRed by the teachings of 
wig -** the Spirit of God, agreeable to theſe Scriptures : (4) That it bath 
| not entred into the heart of man to conceive of that which God by hit 
Spirit, Which ſearches the deep things of God, hath revealed unto, 
And this the Apoſtle further explains,that 450 man knows the things 
of a man,ſave the ifirit of a man Which # in him ; ſo the things of 
God knows no man, no not a worldly learned man, bgt by the Spirit 
of God : and ſo he goes on to difference the ſpirit of the world, from 
God's Spirit, and ſhews,that, that is it, wherby the things of God are 
known,and alfo manifeſted to others : ſo that all the things of God, 
both for matter and manner, flow from the wiſdom of God's Spirit, 
 andnot what man's wiſdom teacheth, which is, to compare ſpiritual 
thihgs and carnal things together ; as Tongzes, and Arts, and ſuch 
like : but God's Spirit teacheth us to compare ſpiritual things with 
_ ſpiritual things: and fo he goes 0n,and declares, that only ſuch that 
are taught by rhe Spirit, are capable of trae diſcerning of ſpirituall 
things, without being juſtly condemned of any, as truly having the 
EE mind of Chriſt, rightly and truly knowing the things thar are of 
(i) x Joby, 2..God, And with this agrees the witneſs of Foy, (7) ſaying, Theſe 
26, 37 hy things 
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things have 1 written unto you concerning them that deceive you : 
hereby it appears they had Deceiverr about them;and'thoſe things. 
- were Written concerning ſuch : But ſaith the Apoſtle in- oppoſition. 
to their deceivings, Te-have received the Anointing. of Him that 
| duds in you And this Anointing that they had received', doth he 
oppoſe to their deceiving, as being able throughly to teach them (o, 
' 4 that they needed not that any man teach them, ſave as that eA- 
neinting tanght them : then ſeeiog that that 4nointrng never. did: 
OR Tach Tongnes or Arts, as were humane, therefo;e the 
Saints by the Apoſtle's grant,had not need of any ſuch learning ; and 
yet this 4n05»ring taught all truch and obedience'in ie alſo. And 
| yetfurther, Our Saviour himſelf concludes this point, (4) ſhewing, ( 6) John 16, 
that When he hath ſent the Comforter, the Spirit of Trath to them, 75, with 13+ 
that then be ſhall lead them into all truth: Whence I do conclude, = 
that for the Diſciples knowledge of the Trath there, was no more 
neceſlary, according to the m#nd of Him that was Truth, but the 
- Spirit of God to. lead them into all trath, without all error, teachipg 
by no bumane means : the reaſon why, is rendred;- becauſe it is ſuf- 
ficient ;. and that is becauſe ir ſpeaks from the Father, ; agreeable co. 
that of our Saviour, taken from the Prophet, That (1,) we ſpall be (1) Joh6.45. 
al zaught of Ged ; and fo indeed being taught of the Spirit, we are 
taught of che Father and the Son alſo, which are all one ; and ſo our 
learning comes to us, being taught of the Father, Son and Spirit, for 
all our InſtruRers and Counſellors ; and this is all the learnipg.thac 
we need,to'know the things that are of God by,agreeable to his will: 
ſo from theſe words, thus interpreted, che Concluſion comes to this, 
"That ſuch as are tanght by the Spirit of God,deſtitute of humane Propoſition, 
learning, are the learned ones that truly underſtand the Scriptures 
| According to Peter's minde. | vo Er. 
Iſay,ſuch as are taught by the Spiric, without Humane Learning, - 
re ſuch perſons as rightly underſtand the Word. And this ( me 
thinks)the whole Council of Fer»/alem, as wicked as they were,did (m) AQ 
neffe& conclude, (2) conſidering Peter and ZFebn,though unlearned =) tt. P. 
men, yet they knew. they bad been with Jeſus by their boldneſs, and * 
ſothey.had nothing to ſay againſt it. And yet, though men ſhould (n) Luk. 10. 
oppoſe it, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord (#) juſtifies ir, with great thankful- z1, to 244 
neſs 0 his Father, 1hat having bid theſe things from the Wiſe and 
prudent, be had revealed them to babes, Now that revealing muſt. 
MM.” - needs.. 
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(#) Mat. 22. 


: 23s 29s | 


x Reaſon. 


(p) 1 Cor. 14 


2J> 24: 
(q) John 1g. 
I9 2l. | 


by. AQ 4 12. 
[) 1 Cor.2.2 
Gal. 6. t4. 
(t) Col. a. 3+ 
1 Cox, 1.20. 


needybe by the Spirit, warptie Sk rr 1 Cor, 2. 10.: Andon this 
manner is it that our Lord comforterh his Diſciples, relting them thar 
alt things Were given him of his Father to reveal, and' ſ0 in that re. 
eard he tels them, that #eſſed are the eyes that [ee that, that they 
ſaw, which was.(as the Apoſtle faith) God manifeited tn the fleſh, | 
which many wiſe-men and Kings deſired to ſee, but could not ſeeir: 
and ſo that was now-made manifeſt to them, which before was hid 
from wiſe-men and Scribes, and fo was at the preſent alſo; for few 
of the wiſe could attain to the knowledge of Him & his Doftrine, as 
they did. Now, with this alſo agrees what our Savior further affirm 
to the Sadduces, (9) who by reaſon of theic_ wiſdom and [earhing 


thought to have intangled him, he tels them, That they. erred, no; 


—_ the Scriptures , for all their great Learning, being diſtitute 
of Gods Spirit. Now by theſe Scriptures, this point being thus con- 
firmed, good Reafon alſo may by God's Word be brought for the 
further juſtifying of it. As STE - 

Firſt, Becauſe it is the good pleaſure of God to place our Salva- 
tion 1n great.contempt and enmity to 2947s Wiſdom : Hence is it that 
the Apolile faith, that he'preached Chriſt crucified ro the Jews a(p) 
ffumbling-block ,, and to the Grecians fooliſhneſſe : for the Jews, 
we read, m great contempt refuſed him; when Pi/ar bid them behold 
their (9) King ; preſently they cry, Away with hins, away With 
him, cracifiz him, And ſo when Pat had wrote on the Crofle, that 
he was King of the Jews, they took it as a great prejudice to them, 
and therefore wiſhed him to write, char he ſaid he was King of the 
Jews, And ſo as Peter tels them-in As 3. they denied him, aud 
arfired a murderer to be given them , and to this agreed the Gen» 
tiles, for they had their hands alſo in his death. And we find that 
when as Pa#l preached him at Athens, that then this ſaying of the 
Apoſtle here is made good both of Jews and Gentiles:: and indeed 
they both-agree to hang him betwixt heaven and earth, as being in 
their eſteem worthy of neither : And yer even in this cr#c;fied Jeſw 
lyes contained the ſalvation of (7) all, both Jews and Gentiles, 
that are ſaved: and in this deſpiſed Jeſw are all to rejoyce with the 
(/ ) Apoſtle to ſalvation : for in him thus diſhonourable and ur 


meet, in man's wiſdom, ye. hid all our heavenly (t ) treaſures of 


Wiſdom, righteonſneſſe , ſanftification and redemption : for he # 
the wiſdom of God, and the power of God, 1 Cor. 14 24, 


Another 
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why ſuch as have Gods Sþiriz, deſtitute of Hue x Reaſon, + 


- Another Reaſon | ite of 
mars Tearing , come thus to know Gods mind, is, That ( a5 the = 
{s) Apoſtle eclares) no fleſs could rejoyce in pe preſence « flow (u) 1 Cor. rt; 
this earning is but fleſhly and carnal, Now the Apoſtle's adviſe is, 29- | 
though we had known (# ) Chriſ# Jeſu after the fleſh, yet. now by v Cor. 5. 
coming to be after God, we ſhould henceforth know him ſo no more: *** 
and here is 'a ſufficient Reaſon, becauſe knowledge is ſubject to puff 

'nsup, as ſaith the (7) Apoſtle, when as /ove, and the learning of the (1) 1 Cor. 2.8, 
Spirit, keeps ns low in our-own eyes, and cauſeth, as Solomos ſaith, 
*our minds to be: good, making.us ſutable to the Apoſtles Exhorta- 
tions; (s) ſaying, Be not high-minded, but make your ſelves equal (4) Rom, 14, 
"to them of the lower ſort ; be not wiſe in your ſelves , but (a) lee 6 
' every man eſteem others better then himſelf : and if any glory, [ct (4 Phil. 2. g. 
him (b) glory in the Lord, Now he that hath theſe things, as Hu- (1) x Cor. x 
mane Learning and Wiſdom more then another, let him weigh and ;," ache: 
 confider duly with himſelf, whether he doth northink and conclude, 

that he, in regard of theſe things is not more to be reſpeed, then 

they that are without them : now then ( © ) this rejoycing is not (4), Cor, gg 
good, forit is a rejoycing in the fleſh, and ſutable to (4) Works, and. (4) Rom.4,2, 
ſonotof God : and yet ſo it is that for our hearts we cannot bur 

think better of our ſelves'for theſe things, then of others without 

them; and ſo we may ſee the Apoſtle's words fulfilled, That the | 
| W/aom of the (ee ) fleſh, that is, whatſoever the fleſh is excellent in, (e) Rom,s,7; 
Itis exmicy to God, it is not ſubjeR to the Law of God,neither in+ 
 eed can be. | 

- Another Cauſe, why the Spirits teaching is ſufficient without 3 Reaſon. 

| Humane learning,is, Becauſe (as the Apoſtle ſaith) we are compleat 

Him, thatis, perfeR and full in Him: and this heſtreogthens 

yet further from this conſideration, that he is the Head of all Prig- 

cpalities andPowers ; fo that if there were any thing elſe to make ns 

compleat, he'being the Head of all, we ſhould have it : bur he hath 

pven nothing but his (f ) Spirit ro profit vithall, therefore we are (f) 1 Cor, 
compleat by it alone ; and therefore is it that Pax! (g ) exhorts Ti- ): Ti Pp 
mo1by, to keep that which was commitced -to him, which was the 20,  pnak 
Fithtaught by the Word and Spirit, and wiſheth him to avoid and 

ware of Sczexce, that is, all knowledge natural, which is compre- 
tended under (-) Philo/ophic, learned, -prophane babliogs, and oP " 
Jolitions to the Fasch of Chriſt; and ſo much is by the Apoſtle there (2) Col, 2. 87 
Gclred, faying, Which while ſome have luſted after, they have 
EIT oo D 


erred 


4 Reaſon. 
_ (OH: Cor. z; 


18, 


5 Reaſon, 


(k) 1 Cor, 1, 


T7, 1s, 


© erred fromtheF aith: ſothar it is moſt plain and clear, that thee 
_ thiggs are ſo far from perfeAting men, or helping them in the knoy. 


_ hefaith of himſelf, 1 rhink,_ 1 have the Spirit of Ged , and ſoindeed 
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ledge of the Truth, as that they hinder, and cauſe ſuch as profege 
them to erre from-the Faith ; even all the ſeven Liberal Sciences, for 
all be bur Science; andall this Science or knowledge, is fallly ſaid tg 
be of uſe in the Goſpel ; prophane and vain bablings are. far better 
names for them, and oppoſitions, according to Pauls teaching, and 


he had without doubt, and ſo our ground remains good,rhat We are 
compleat in Chriſt Jeſus. | | fk 

Another Conſideration confirming -this Conctuſion, is from the 
Apoſtle's (:) advice, Ler no man deceive himſelf, and that in the 
true way of attaining Wiſdom ; he declares what it is in theſe words, 
That [uch a one us to become a fool, that be may be wiſe ; and how 
1s that, but'by knowing that indeed thereis nothing in all man's wiſ. 
dom to be any whit helpful but hurtful to him in attaining and com- 
prehending the #/4/dom of God 5 Chrift :' Now what is more fo0- 
liſh to a mar; then to know that there is nothing that all the wits of 
man can reach unto, that can benefit him : and 1f nothing, then not 
the thing in queſtion, but that it muſt needs be,that we mult be fools 
to it ; and what is the true mark of a fool, but to be ignorant, and 
without knowledge ? therefore we call them fools in the world: 
and ſo is it here ; The beſt way for a man to undeceiye himſelf, is, to 
know nothing of this Learning, nor any other fleſhly excellency, 
that ſo he may learn true wi/dom.. And the Apoſtle doth (me thinks) 
ſutficiently confirm this advice of his, againſt all exceptions, The Lord 


knows ({aith he): that the thoughts of men be vain: Men think 


highiy of their own conceits this way , yet if no man wil! take this 
his counſel for ws/dow in this kind, yet the Lord concludes the truth 
of it, and he knows the tho hts of men to be vain, that' think Hu- 
mane learning ſome help : But let chem think what rthey will, the 
Lord is againſt them in it, for he knows that it is ſure that they arc 
deceived ; for his thoughts be not as mans thoughts, 

' Now another Cauſe that confirms me in this Concluſion; is, B:- 
cauſe that whereſoever the Apoſtle honours the Fpirit's-Teaching, 


and prefers it, uſually he at the ſame time caſts contempt upoo this 


Learning, as it is to be ſeen in many places : (k) Chriſt (faith he) 


ſent me to preach the GoSpel, not. with wiſdom of words leſs I ſhould 


make the Croſſe of Chriſt, or, the GeFpel of Chriſt, of none effe#: 


Where 


P60 291 REO. FHHUMANE LEARNING: It 
ies weſce; that for good reaſon he rejects the very wiſdom of 
+4; iy preaching of rhe Goſpel, and rhar'is, leſt, if be ſhould have 
4 ettjerwite, be ſhould have made- it of no eff:& z becauſe he was 
—xclare the fimcere word, without the leaſt mingling ; As if he 
Ghoul » Such manner of preaching is a fooliſh preaching, bur ir 


*@only to them that periſh; but to /uth as are ſaved,it is the power 


ſo 1 


af God's withyur what man expects: and thereforc he ſaith again, 
(1) hewas jrators over thers with a godly” jealonſie, for he had pre- (0) » Cor.it, 
red them a pre Virgin for Chriſt > bur ſaith he, I fear that as 213+ 
| the Serpen# beguiled Eve (out how ? ) through bu ſubtilty, ſo your 
' minds *ſronld be corrupt, thar is, putrified and infected, from the 
| ſcerit that is in Chrif : This we ſee was Pat's fear, that while 
"he was abſent; heir winds ſhould be withdrawn from the fooliſh- . 
Mebfche Goſpel, and the-fimphcity, ſincerity, and truth thereof, - 

and this they ſhould be withdrawn from by the ſubtilty of Satan 

that old Serpent;in his Inſtruments the falſe-teachers ; this he fears, 
'becanſe'of the Reſhlineſs that was inithem, which was ready to yeild 
' to their wiles by reaſon of cheir ſubtilty that way; for by fair words 
andfatteries they deceived the (m) hearts of the finple, and with (m) Roma e 
' this their crafrinels. they lye in wait to (= ) deceive : thus contemp- 18- k 
tuouſly doth Pw! ſpeak of theſe things, in oppoſition to the true (0) Bp8-4- 2 4 - 
Learning, as is further ro be ſeen in many places, of which I will 

nathe one more-,'i and that from the Apoftle Peter, in his ſecond 

Fyiſtle, chap. 1+ verſe 16+ For we (faith he) followed not d ceivable 

Fables, when we opened unto you the pow:r and coming of our Lord 

:ſu, Now ſuch names as theſe are doth the Apoſtle chooſe to caſt 

'0n mans excellencies, as -in divers other (0) places, which declare (0) 1 Tim. r. 


what contempt is caſt on ſuch Learning in oppoſition to the Spirit of +. - 4 Te 


© RG | 
Now one thing more which I conceive obſervable for the proof of 5 Reaſon 
this point in hand, is drawn.from 2 Cor. 2.10. The Spirit ſearches 
the deep things of God: and verſ. 14. The ſpiritual man diſcerns 
all things, Tf chen the Spirit. ſrarcheth the deep things of God, and 
that difcorns all things, what need we more. And with this agrees 
the Apoſtle 7 0hn, ſaying, (p) 1d ye need not that avy man teach (p) 1 John 2- 
Jen, ſave as that Anointing teacheth you. Then I conclude, That *7: 
we heed not that any man teach us, not the Maſter, nor any of his 
followers, for the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt do learn, as the truth is 
imhim,and of him, and they have received the Spirit of God, that 
2M + D 2 they 


v IL TIED - My - . of-1 $ ** Ay EN KW 4x8 
{<a ES 4; 4s : . , z, GS, 24S) Ro Ts hes a av a alle: 3h 3, ” ELIE RL 3330 ts be 4 <Q Sug et nt rotiat.” I s 5 WE; F W . LY 3 NE OT TI 
x d -& ky Eg: E. Wee Y A eat Saas. Te K ” Va. Y NN». f HF ; Go bs | 
A x - I Pp 4 ; : Y © - = « = bd s 
$ "I 
Fon ) | - va . 
_ Sw » e- oy . - "E 
4 We ; 4 t . - — -” " 
4 . X : jo a ” 
=—_ Ro RE 6 -E [FP . 
3 | £2 [i WC 07 DROP OB I | F40nzH 
x : - - . *%. on a 
\'Y Li 
* 5 , » 
vp - 5 q ” - 
a 
«FN l 
: 
2% 
t 


they might know the- things of God : Therefore we may well, 
without any maps /ear»ing, and have no need of it; and fo the 
point is clear and plain, That-ſuch as are taught by Gods Spirit 
Without that Learning, do truly underſtand the Word. | 
I judge it neceſſary alſo to be underſtood of the Reader, what 1 
do underſtand by Humane Wiſdom, as well as Humane Learning . 
By Humane Wiſdom, I do underſtand whatſoever appears excellent 
in mans underſtanding, as he is left without Gods Sprrir*s teaching, 
This, the more excellent it is to him that is cerned, ſo much the 
worſe it is : therefore it is ſaid of ſuch by-the Apoltle, thar When as 
they profeſſed themſelves to be Wiſe, then they became fools, And 
faith our Saviour, Jf the light which #7 in thee ( which 1 mind to 
be meant of mens ord fuiny and Wiſdom) be_darkneſſe, hoy 
great # that darkneſſe? So that by mans Wiſdom I underſtand, 
whatſoever ſeems excellent to him With which he Would honouy God 
withal, that he # not the Author of, as Eloquence agd fair Feeches, 
1 Cor.1- 22. andany thing in that way ; ſuch as the Greeks ſought after, as men 
do how adayes. "This I do the rather differ from Humane Learning, 
becauſe it ſeems to methat the Scripture differenceth them, A, 
22, and the difference rightly underſtood may prevent juſt exception, 
and give light to the right underſtanding of the whole matter : for 
this wi/dom is made by the Apoſtle, and that rightly, to be exmity to 
the Spirit of God, and impoſſible to ſubmit to it, it is ſo contrary. 
Now follows to be anſwered ſuch ObjeQtions as are made againſt 
| it, As firſt, | 
x Objef. That of Pazl, in 1 Tim. 3. 6. That a Biſhop muſt be no young 
| Scholler, leſt he being puffed up, fall into the condemnation of tht 
Devil, E | 
Anſwer. The Schollerſhip Paul means here, # he teaching of the Spirit 
whereby the man iu made ſound in the Faith; for that-learning only 
wil make men ſow in their own eyes,as.is before declared:and he that 
is #yſound in the faith; will ever be found the moſt /ofty and putfed 
up in his own conceipt, and ſo be rejeed of God, as the Devil was; 
| though he was in Heaven with God, yer being puffed vp, he was te- 
(4) 2 Pet.2a4, jeted of God, and ſo (4) caft down to Hell «to which example Pa 
here allades, as I conceive, and-that rightly ; for a Biſhop in thi 
 Churchis in reſpe& of his ſpiritzal ftate-and place, in favour an 
fellowſhip with God, and that 'in Heaven ,'as the whole Book of the 
Revelation deſcribes the Church tobe : Now ſuch as by the Chand 
att, | ; ou 
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Rom: YI. 21» 
Mat, 6. 23» 


Rom, 6. 7. 
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* lould be choſen to.that ſte , being porng Sepolers , bhat is, nor 
7 ng ihe Truth by the Spirit, he isin great danger, the 
more other /earning that he hath, ſo much the more to be puffed vp. 
This, I believe, was the caule of Dzorrephe's ( x ) pride, he wanted (r) 3 John g, 
| this Schollet1hip,and that cauſed him to ſeek the preheminence. And 10. 
/this, whatſoever our great Schollers think of themſelves, is the cauſe - 
* of che high concesrs that they have of themſelves, and their kncw- 
* :dge and nnderſtanding above others,that want their /earnizg,even 
| this, becauſe they be but young Schollers ( if that ) in the School of 
Chiiſt : and thence is 1t they are ſo puft up with the vain glory of 
- their fleſhly learning,that they think none,that are not as themſelves, 
afe fit to be their fellows, and ſo kaow not how that. they be wret- 
ched, poor, miſerable, blind and naked; though they conceive them- 
| ſelyes to be rich, and have need of nothing, as did the (/ ) Laodi- (() Rev,z.17 
 ceans ; and 1o indeed are fallen into the condemnation of the Devil, (7) : Peta, 54 
azbeing rejeed of God ; for he reſiſts the proud, and ſuch as are 
puft #p, and giveth grace tothe (t ) humble, and ſuch as are low 
ju their own eyes, Now whether theſe men humanely learned, be 
they that are puft up, or low in their own eyes, as mean as hethar is 
* wnlearned, I leave to all that haveeyes to ſee to look into it, and fo 
- tojudge whether they are not yer to learn P xls Schollerſhip. 
. - Further, I fay, it 1s here to be minded, That if it ſhould be Ha- 
mane Learning that is here weant, then Pax! ſhould teach T imotby 
for to teach the Church to chooſe ſuch Schollers as had more ear »- 
ing then had their Maſter Chriſt Jeſus : Now this ſome ſay is B1a/- 
phemy, and threaten me ſorely for it. | | 
' Tanſwerthem, That conſidering Chriſt Jeſus as God, according «Anſwer; 
tothe Divine-Nature, ſo he # God over all, and ſo gives all things, 
AR. 17.25» and ſo he is (1) the giver of every good gift, and fo (u) Jam-1.17, 
Humane Learning and Wiſdom are (x) of him : and ſo much ( bur (x) Rom. 11, 
that men are maliciouſly bent) chey might diſcery, that I in this 4r- 37: 
gument had not to deal with him, as God, but as the Miniſter of 
* God, adminiſtring for the geod of his Body, according to that, Luke 
24418. where heſaith, The Spirit of the Lord hath anointed me, 
| that I ſhould miniſter, &c. And ſo in this Argument heis by the. 
Apoſtle ſer forth as a Man, {7 ) Jeſus of Nazerah, a man approved y Aﬀtrezte 
of God; ind. ſuch a man, ſo adminiſtring, I do till affirm, and that 
with great confidence, that He was #»learned in this conſideration, 
and without the Learning that we ſ| ON of, And ſo the rewgue o/ 
; 4 4g o_ the 


14 _ TheVSifftiintio of theSyraTt's Teaching 
Ole 7; the (s) Learnedthat was fad to be given Him is interpreted 

a) Wa 61.1. the ſame Prophet (4) to be the Spirit of God; for, ſaith he; Th, 
Spirit of the Lord Jab anotared Me, that 1 ſhould preach: fron 

whence is plain, That Chriſt 7eſm. Was learned of the Father 1 

preach. by the Spirit, without Humave Learning, and ſo much jg 

$ce further of | Kok Ther hat gh 'batie bs he Se; " | fi (co). þ1 TREE | 
oh in che E» P/810.TO,TNEM TNF CAN DEUEYE THE STTIPTUTES, TOM J'09-7s 15e where 

pitte, nred the Jews dtimire, ſaying, How come; this man to kyow the & cri. 
with () | tares, ſeeing that-htwas never learned? From whetice it is Plain, 
that as he was a Man he was #nlearned in the letters of the Scrip. 

tures,” though as God he knew.al things, and by a Divine Power, 

not Humane Learning; ſo tnuch as his own natural tongue by ler- 

Luke 4.7. ter, a5 in the Synagogue” he could take the Book and bots, : and this 

doubtlefſe'was onecauſe, why the Jews are ſaid to be aſtoniſhed at. 

the hearing and ſeeing of Him, as appears, Ha#th. 13. 54. &c. Luk, 

4- 22. Sothat from all this my affirmation remains true, and good, 

T hat if Humane Learning ſhould be jt that # there meant by the 

7 Apoſtle, then he Was to teath the Servant to br above his Maſter, 
(b)Mat.10. 5 when as Chrilt Jeſus himſelf ſaith, (b) 1t i enough for the Diſciple 

to be ar his Lord: and He being deffitnte' of Humane Learning, 

His Diſciples may welt be without ir alfo, without apy offence,” and 

 yetpreachthe Goſpel roo. Now, if notwithſtanding all/this,there 

(c) ARs 6. 11. be them that will take Srepher?s Accuſers place, (c) ahd ſtill accuſe 

me of Blaj} hemy as they did him,&&, though it may be,they may ſay 

true words, as that I ſaid that Jeſ#_ Chriſt was Withone Humane 

I earninig, and ſo apply it'to him as God, when as F ſpake of him as 

Man, they may there ſee themſclves ranked among the number of 

them that arelcalled by the Spirit. of God, falſe Witneſſes, as walking 

in the ſteps of thoſe envious'perſons, even fuch as were alwayes the 

murderers and betr ayers of Jeſus Chriſt and his ſervants ; and 

they that are ſuch, may be likened to them that being full of exvie, 

(4d) ſpake againſt thoſe things that Were ſpoken of Paul, contrarying 

them, and railing on them ; Markt, they denyed what he taught, 

but diſproved'it nor, but-ſpake againſt ir,” and railed on the perſon, 

and ſo left not till they had been a means ro expel them out of: their 

Coaſts: ſo was he: *And ſuch like meaſure 1s ſtill ro be expected to 

befallſuch'as tread in his ſteps”; but it is ro be minded, that envious 

ones are fhe'moyers of it. - And ſo leavirg of it, I come to another 

Exception, * which is : Pe F- | | 
2 Objef, How [uch'as are unleatned,Will be able to ſtop the months of Gain- 
| | | ſayers, 
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eee. eh T the ApoFile requires of a-(e) Biſhop, that be ſbonld (e) Tit. 18 
"1 anſwerz. That ir is not the Apoſtles intent, that the mouthes of eAnſwere 
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Gainſsyers (honld be ſtopped. by. the knowledge of Tongues and 
Arts; bur that way. that humſelf direfts, 1 Tirw 9. which is by ſound 
4orines or b) Wholſom doftrive ; ſo then, to go to any other way 
thea.chus to ſtop the:r mouthes, is both an unſound and unwholfom 
coutle and it-werefar. better in my judgment, and that according 
to Paul, that their months ſhould be left open, then that they ſhould 
be fopt after 1hat manner, and that it bath nor profited them in the 
ſpiritual meaning of the Word that have been exerciſed therein :. fo 
-now-it-is high rime that we, honouring the Teaching of the Spirit, 
ſhould refuſe to meddle with ſuch as £0 another way to work, then 
by [t, to declare Gods mind to us, becauſe Tr alene is ſufficient to 
' fp the mouths of all Gainſayers. ( f ) They Were not able to re- (f) AQs6, 
{8 the Spirit (oor Tongues and Arts) by which he ſpake, for he uſed 19. 
"noneof them ; for the Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, and 
ſoare Tongues and Arts, and fuch like, 6x7 yer mighty, not by man, 
but threngh God, to (g) caſt down ſtrong holds: therefore this (2) 2 Cor. 
' weapon only is {n fficient 10 ſtop the momth of all gain/ayers : and for —_ 
ſuch as think it not ſfficzenr, much good ler their Humane Learn- 
ing de them, and he good Lord give me of hu holy Spirit only, to do 
thuwork:s And ſo 1 come to the next Exception, - which is, 
| That there was the uſe of Tongues in the Apoſtles times in the 
Churches, As 2+ As 8. Aﬀs 10. Ads 19, 1 Cor. 12. and 
1 Cor« 14% - | A | 
This I grant was true, but there we find thatthey were the 1m- 
mediate \gifrs of God, freely given and beſtowed" on them as other 
firitual gifts were, withour their induſtry or pains,' as appears in 
divers (#) Scriptures 3 Now whereſoever ſuch gifts are to be found, 
them.will 1 freely acknowledge, as being 1ndeed ſutable to the Go- 
ſpcl, which brings to us freely all good gifts, without any labour 
or pains'of ours, and therefore ali is ſaid to be of gift, leſt any man 
ſhould boaſt : but if the Teng es that are pleaded 24 are ſuch as are 
\Rtained to by. induſtry and pains taking of our own, then they bet- 
ter ſuit with works then grace,. and fo are more meet for Egypt and 
Babylon then for the Church of. 7eſus Chriſt, which comes by all 
her precious Gifts g7at# ; and therefore ſuch as plead for theſe 
things, as ſutableto the Miniſters, become in efe& ſutable with Si- 
j mon 
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4 Objcd, 


; of Chriſt in hu Charch > 
eAnſwer The Unlearned man : For theſe Reaſons. 
(m) Gal.246- Firſt, Becauſe (m2) God resÞþ:tts no mans perſor, Now if God 
{ſhould take the Learned man, then he muſt be reſpected above the 
- otlier for it, if he be of right and due to be preferred, wh:ch is wic- 
kedneſs once to think of him, for all are alike in that reſpe& : but 
the Scripture tels us, and that for good reaſon, That without any re- 
Fett at all, be of his good pleaſure, and that no fl:ſh ſhoul1 glory, 
:.1, hath choſen the fooliſh. things and the vile things in mans account: 
He hath choſen the (n) fooliſh things of thu world to confound thi 
wiſe : Then if God have ſo <h9ſen, let him have-his own choice, its 
meet he ſhould, for his choice « che beſt ;* and the end why he hath 
ſo choſen, is, that hs might confound the Wiſe, and fo (0) fulfil! hu 
Word, as Paul (p) exprefleth ; and thus he chooſeth not only tor 
| Salvation 


} 
f 
-| 
6 
) 
1 
| 
] 
l 


4 aw, . 


Y EE RaSt Saco 
. CY : » v*; 
gy. ; <$1 +4 : 1» 
A FL « ».4 ? b Ke. % '4 .* 
wt "D = » thy $6 4 A : ] > tas RI x. + W329 7 5 oe. 
4 "a r "* - $6. IP "0 ft "- 1498; - Py 3, v 4 y 4 - * 
SF . KY CASSEL II Oo ef oo ut bf Zh FOR RTE s 
YE % . G "3 "a m >: © To Tn "Y ” Wes * A. - Ik o þ +04 Lg 24 ++ bY TR 
Oe CASES 55 hd. Nd) "- i 93 ITS, Saad © + 4 EE » o ARA AION Wer” PP; : . 
"IS ; \ x We EC SY Es bY « * Wo + "x D I: 6 FIC . Lo = "© : 
WE BS ® yu © oof , - » v4 * : ' : y 7 # 
a +. &} \ S $4.5; % Po " $ g 2g 
© X bY : _— _ / 4 
EE ESE: T4. go 5 v7 4 ; 4 hy ; 4p 0 
I; L # > 7 : Tin Py 4 , id # > 
, OB IF. "DR > GP {Yu 
hs - 4+ & L'* Bu hb 4 i y F 
Pp 45.4 2. . - ſy ” 
4 4 | 
Q 2.44 by Y 
oy < 44 T . - 


er Ty (9. : kh 
Fo £ . 4 $2 Was 
3g AR Cs OT nl 
DES lat; YI «r 
" F 4 *% L 
- fl : £ 4 e 


ation; the (9) feotsſd ft Man's account. (9) 1 Cor: 
1K $ 10 r001H In theirs ang orhers aetolunt io his ad- 

\niratio) Wor, as that they could ſcarce ſuffer it ; and this * 

Cd ook #g00d, though the place be underſtood of Gods 


” _ 4. *s >. j 


Womtgy which tannor be the meaning ; becauſe, as 


; 4 m e Loſes _ Ft RES | ; 529" $>.-. : 4 | | 
' >. © (r) a Cor,th 
puter of this World, to them'-;,,,. 


awards in oppoſing the Scribe and-D1 
that were not ſuch, and ſo comes to declare among whom it was that 
the Lord made his choice, and that was among the fooliſh in the 
' Worlds eyes : * but, as I ſaid before, take the other for the ſenſe, and 
the point remains true ; becauſe, That of [ſuch as God chooſeth to 
alvation, of them he chooſeth Miniſters ; and for ſalvation, it i 
ranted, he chooſeth the fooliſh : then it muſt needs follow, that out 
if the fooliſh alſo be chooſeth Miniſters. | OR | 
Secondly, And this indeed is moſt ſutable to the Goſpel, which | 
it ſelf (ſ) Smphicity, and appears to the wiſdom of man ſo to be ; (/) 2C0r-! 3, 
Abd it is not meer, our Saviour ſaith, to put contraries together; 4s 
4nzw piece into an old garment , nor new Wine into old veſſels, but 
to have all things ſutable. Therefore ſeeing the Goſpel is: (t) foo- (3) 1 Cor. 3: © 
-liſbneſſe, therefore 1t is meet he ſhould have fooliſs Miniſters in the 25+ 
Wiſe worlds accornt ; yea, and in his ſervants too, when as thy [ze © 
4 man ſees, and not as doth the Lord; For thus was it of old ſub- 
je&to Samuel rhe Lords Prophet, when as the Lord ſent him to the 
houſe of 7/Þay, to anonnt him a K'ngghe /eeing as a man doth, he faid MOR Sam. 16. 
(#) Shrely the Lords Anointed #5 before me ; But we find that the © 7* 
Lord corredts that, and tels him, it was not ſo, The more unlikely 
mas, and the unthought=of-one, Was he that God had choſen to him- 
ſelf: and ſo is it here, We are not to ſee as man ſees, but as the Lord 
direfts 14, | | | | ; 

Thirdly, God choo/erh theſe things in oppoſition to others, to aſta- | 
mſh the Wi/dom of man : When the (x) Council p:rceived Peter (x) A413 
and Fohn were unlearned men,and without knowleage, they marvel. 
ted, and were amaz d. And ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, {y) He catcherth (y) 1 Cor.3.19 
the Wiſe im therr ow" craft : they think that all knowledge lyes in 
their breaſts. Now the Lord he comes and makes fools wiſe, and ſo 
atcheth them,manifeſting that their thoughts be but vain, in think - 
ins that the Wi/e be them that God hath choſen ; for it is not-ſo, for 
be bath choſen the fooliſh to confosnd che Wiſe ; and therefore ſuch 
are. godly wiſe, ſhould chooſe ook wiſe, but the worlds fooliſh 

23h , | things - 
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1 _ ThoCnfielenelg uw SpInET'S«Tearbing 
© things ; for His ſerve before the worlds wiſe ones. And fo I come 


"'Y of | Rh” ks © wi be a good belp to the x 
's OVIeR, If it be ſandtified, it ww? neens be a good help to the rickt un. WR. 
; ” derſt anding of the Truth, | | | m=y 4 
Anſwer, © It is true, if it be ſen&ified, ſo it is 3 But how, or where doth 


that appear thateverit was ſan#ified > Hath not the Lord lon 

(6) Ifa.tg.1 5, 3B ne told usby his (z) Prophet, and wiſhed his to behold it, That 
() Wa19-15* pe Would do's marveliow work,; and then he doubles it again, even 
marvellous work and a Wonder , and then all comes to this, That he 

would cauſe to periſh, and deftroy the wiſdom of the Wiſe, andcaſt 

away the underſtanding of the Prudent : And here, if we could ſee, 

we might all of us tay our wondring at this ſtrange thing, and conſi- 

der, the Lord tels us, 1t-is a marvellous work and a wonder : and ſo 

our wondring and marvelling how theſe things come ſo to be, is but 

a fulfilling of Gods Word ; and men might reſt in ir, and ſee in the 

next words, that 3t i a wo to thens for the former abuſe of the [amt, 

{a) Mal. 2. 2. And ſo now, as (4) alachy ſaith, That he Would curſe their bleſ- 
(b) x Cor. 1, fings, and that he had done it already : To both which agrees (6)the 
19% Apoſtle from 1/4iab, and concludes alſo, ther God hath deftroyedit ; 
Rom. g.7- andin another place tels us, 'thar it is enmity With God, How ſhul 
| _ any dare to ſay then, ir « /a»fified, when as fo plain a cxr/c is onit 
| (9) Col, 2.8, © that we are wiſhed to beware of being (c) ſpozled by ir : Now, are 
we wiſhed any where to beware of being ſpoiled by that which is 

ſanitified ro 4 in a Firitual way > Now theſe things can be ſandir 
fied no further then they are of uſe, and that is but in a worldly way: 

for a Firitual uſe they be accurſed from it. 


| 6 64jef, - Nowanother Exception from theſe things thus minded, is, Thi 
by thu all Humane Learning ſeems utterly to be condemned. 
 eAnſwet- I anſwer, That it follows nor, becauſe it is not to be allowed in 


this way, that therefore it is.not of any uſe; for I do acknowledgeit 

in it felf to be a good thing, and good: in irs proper place, which 

| for the repairing of that (4,) decay which came upon man for ſin: |, 

(4) Gen. 14. I ſay, it is of good uſe for the repairing of that lofſe, and fo fit fot 
froms, to 10. Stareſmen, Phyſitians, Lawyers, and Gentlemen; yes, all men ſoft 
 astheycanatrain to it, are as men beyond and above others thit 

are without it; yea,and beyond all other excellencies that this woril 
can afford : bur bring it once to be a help to wnderſtand the mind 1 
. , Godin the holy Scriptures, and there it is 4cteſtble filth, drofſe al 
&) 1 Tim. 6+ Z2»7 in that reſpeR, and ſo good for nothing, bur (e) defrey, 
| Fr Ta , caulk 
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caſe men to erre, 25 we have ſeen before : It fares with it, as I per- 


* 


' ceive, 3s it doth-with fire, keep it in the chimney, and it ſerves as a 
good bleſſ of God, for good and neceſſary uſes, but let it once 
comsinto the roof of the houſe, and it deſtroys all, becauſe it is nor 


in its proper place : ſo it is here for this thing among men,for humane 


2nd worldly imployments it is good ; but bring it once to the perfe- 


Ang of the Goſpel, and it will be found to be the ſpoyling of it. 
And yet further, So fardo I acknowledge Tongues to be of uſe, 
zs to yeeld us the Tranſlation of the Scriptures, out of one Language 


- ;nto another» without which we that are unlearned, could not come 


"0 


ro have the lerter of the Word, and ſo far there is a neceſſity of it for 


"thatuſe ; bur that man which can ſo do, is ever the more able to un- 


* d&rſtand the ſpiritual meaning of the Word thereby , that I deny, 
- and withall do affirm, That an underſtandipg man may, through the 


reaching of the Spirir, know the mind of God, which the other may 


never reach unto ; according to that ſaying of our Saviour, (f) To 
you it s given to know the myſteries, the ſecrets of the Kingdom of 
Heaven: to you his imple Diſciples,it is given ; but to others, the 
learned Scribes and Phariſees it wasnot given : But in this caſe it 


* mayfare, as it did with thoſe that built No#b's Ark, they made a 


place of ſafeguard for others,but were drowned themſelves : fo theſe 
men may prepare a good help for others, but themſelyes be alroge- 


ther withone the benefit of it: A Lanthorn, you know, is of good - 
- uſetocontain the Candle, but ler one carry it in a dark night andiit 


will do him no pleaſure without a Candle lighted in it : of the ſame 
uſeis the letter of che Word, it is but as a Lanthorn or Candle wich- 
out light» Now the Spirit is the fight of the letter, and ſo is the 


| Apoſtles (g ) oppoſition: ſuch men then in that reſpe& may be a 


help to others, and yet when all is done be but caſtaways themſelves, 
ſeeipg, as. we have before ſeen, the Egyptians and Babylonians in this 


kind of learning did excell. And it is none other bleſſing then what 


the Pope, Cardinals, and other profeſſed enemies of the Truth (as all 
for the general confeſle them to be.) have in as great a meaſure, and 


beyond many,others that profeſle to know the Truth, and ſtand ſtifly 


for this, as a ſpecial help to underſtand. the true meaning of the Lord 


_ 


intheWord, which if 3t be ſo, then by their ogy ots they. have 
9 


the advantage of them, and ſo are tobe reveren themſelves to 


have more knowledge n Ne then they : ſo then they Are to acknows- 
kdpe their error, in counting themſelves wife above what is mcet, or 
1 E 2 elſe 


(f) Mat.1;: 


Its 


26, 


() Mark 15, 
> Z—_ 
(k) Joh. 3« Tl. os yy | 1ſt | | 

A&R. 13.7. ordinary way 1s among the fool:{h, (») weak and vile , ſo that when 


(1) AQ. 6, 7. as the wiſe, rich, noble and learned, come to receive the Goſpel, thy, 
(m) 1 Cor. 


27, 28, 


(n) Jam. 2. 5, © fool: ſh, vile and unlearned ; for thoſe be the true (p )heirs ofit, 
with Mat.,s. and therefore it was not in vain that James ſaid (9) Harken my be- 
(0) Rom, 12, loved brethren, hath not God choſen the poor 2 He well ſaw that the 
. rich and carnal were dull of hearing cf this matter, but yer he tels | 


26, 


(b) « Cor. x. he ſaith not, 1here 5s nome, bur yet nor many ; There was one Foſeph 


wo The Saſſoientit of the Sprm 17's: Toa hing . 
elſe muſt be forced to confeſſe, 'that that Learying 48 inavailable 44 
finding out of the mind of God. © Neither for allthis, would I hay 


. 
» 


be excluded from rhe fpiricual meaping of the Word,God forbid ;for, 


- Though the'Apoſtle ſaich, (6) N ot many of ſeveral ranks, yet 
of (#) Arimathea, one (k) N:chodemas, one Deputy (/) S:rgiu | 


Pauls a prudent man, and divers of the (m2) Prieſts. Bur this wis 
not uſual, for it is hard for ſuch men ro entertain the Truth. God's 


- then come to make themſelves equal with them of the (o)lower ſort, 


q) Jam. 2, 5+ 


(1 Iſa 61, 1. them, God hath choſen the poor of thu World, to be rich in faith; and. 


1) Jame 1,9, ufonthis conſideration it is that he wiſheth the (r) Brother of b gh 


degree to rejozce in that be was made low, that is, brought in his 
mind and account equal with the poor, accounting himſelf never the 
higher for any ſuch excellencies : and ſo the Brother of low degree to 


([) Rev. 1.6. reqoyee inthar hb: wexalted, that is, that he was made « (ſ) King 


(u) Rev, 


k 
, 
4 
4 
j Anſwer. 
- 
. os 
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and Prieſt unto God, and was ſit in heavenly places with Jeſw . 


| Chriſt ; (o, as the one is made low m reſpect of any fle/hly confidence 

he hath in ſuch things, the other is exalted, being 9#:ward!y poor, by 

being'in Chriſt Zeſrs, and ſo they both meet in one ; But now by 

reaſon of th: ſmoke that is riſen out of the bottoml:ſſe Pit, an\ that 

the Devil ts caſt ont of H:aven, and all hu Angels with him, 10 

the Earth, which Angels were the faln (« ) ſtars that he drew efter 

9? biz tail, that now he hath by reaſon of them hatched fince a Religion 

in the World; a5 that he would havethe 77-5 the Rich, the Noble, 

the Learned, the only ones, and the Poor mult be bcholden to them, 

when as this is hke himſelf directly ro oppoſe'Feſrs Chriſt; lo, 2 

that Mea eruly ſy with hePropher, Lord, who hath' believe! 
our report 33+ 'to whom &'the arm of the-Lordrevealed? © 


7 Objeff, © / But yet iris farther dbjetied"ro beth&niabner' of ſuch as cannot 
f: themſelves attain ro that excellengie that is inanother, to diſparage | 
that in them, that ſo they might, advance themſelves. & 1 

This I confeſs is avarnal conrſe,that ſuch as are themſelves ack 


. ty 


we 
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baryer | profelſe in the preſence of the Lord, that I do not. allow my 


fafim any ſuch courſe. Neither doth ſuch an exception as this be- 
femaman thar i lea by-the Spirit of Truth, for to make again{t 


fins to be 1ed thereto by the FYordand Spirit of Trath , for it ſa- _ 
yours ſtrongly of the fleſs, and is roo ſutable to the praiſe of repro- 
bates, whoſe pratiſe is to take things in the evil pars, whereas /9ve, 
b which all the Saints ſhould judge, jadzerh the beſt of things, till 
fuch cime it can eſpy any cauſe {o to do. And for the lifting up of 
#3 ſelf to be ſure if I ſo do, Gods Word it is, rhat he Will pluck the 
mighty from his ſeat,and then you may be ſure, that according to his 
<a (M fall will be far greater then my exaltation can poſlibly be; 
4nd therefore it were belt for all ſuch as ſo conceive, to commir the 
jadgment to rhe Lord,and themſelves judge nothing before the time, 
por 5Þeak no more preſumptuonſly : let not arrogancy come out of 
our month, for the Lord t a God of knowledge, and by him enter- 
qriſes are eſtabizſhed, Bur yet after this manger of reaſoning, carnal 
wes may overthrow the whole Goſpel ; For whereas the Scripture 
ſhews, that Jeſus Chriſt' Was without form or beauty, Or any (ſuch 
thing, wherefore he ſhould be defired ; The carnal man will ſoon 
ſay no other, But ſuch a one would be ſo fooliſh as to part from ho- 
yours, riches, credit, and ſuch like, to endure ſo much forroiw and 
need not. And whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, (x) That he took on him (x) Phil. 2. 
the form of a ſervant : they would: foon anſwer, And good reaſon 
whyz/ becauſe he could not. be a Maſter. And whereas it is ſaid, He 
choſe.the poor : char they will ſay, he muſt needs do, and the foo!iſs; 
for none of the rich and Wiſe would be ſo ſimple as to follow him : 
| And,whereas he ſaith, Love nor the world, nor the things init: 
Good cauſe why they will ſay, for ſuch fools as you know not how 
| togetir,. or elſe to be ſure you would love it as well as others: And 
thus have I given you a glympſe, how that by this manner of carnal 
arguing; we might overthrow our own {alvation, and fit down in the 
very vale and ſhadaw of death; as full ef darkneſſe, as this Argument 
_ Wdeſtiture of truth, | : 
| F And thus having anſwered to ſuch Exceptions as I know of made 
againſt this Truth : 1 come now to ſuch Uſes as it ſhall afford us. - ule. 
.Jhe firſt is, To diſcover to us the depth of the great Wo that the (y) Revelg, 
wQſd lyes wnder , ſet forth and revealed { 7) tous, in which the from x, to 11. 
4 | Word 


4 [orvant of God, thar-pr ofefieth oppoſition to ſuch things, as pro- 
lng 


' (8) 3 Thel. 


_*x Tim-4-4: where, by the ſame Apoſtle, declaring, Thar thong h they ſpeak lie, 
. + Pro, 33. 34 


22 " The Sufficiencie of the Sy 13. 1T'S+Teaching 
Word of the Lord freftied, and men ſee it not :. and this you know 
the Scripture in ſundry places makes the depth of & judgment, as in 
Hoſea, Epbraim is aid to have here and there groy hairs, and yy; 
he ſaw them not, And in this we koow was the ſtrengeh of that greae 
(+ )judg ment, that men (heuld confidently take lies for truth, this 
is there made the deprh of their wo. And the Ike is manifeſted *elſ.. 


yet they were /o ſeared in their coniciences, as that they felt, mi 
' feared no danger that they were is, no more then the | man that 
lying drank, did, though he lay ſleeping on the top of the Maſt, ant 

» (oready to be drowned, yet he feared it not : and yet ſuch is the caſe, 

the Sun and the Air being darkened, their condition muſt needs he 

wofal : And yet this is the caſe of the inhabicants of the Earth, that 
they cannot be brought to believe, but that they are in a vey good. 

caſe, though that the lig ht of the glorious Gogpel,which i the Iniage 

(4) 2 Cor. 4: of God, do-nor ſhine unto them, as (4) ſaith the Apoſtle» Now that 
We by which this Sun is ſaid to be darkened, is the {moke of the bottom-. 

leſſe pit, and that we ſhall find tobe the g/ory and power of the falls 

Church, called by the name of the Bozromleſſe- pit. And that this 

b) Iſa. 6.4 m9Y the better appear, we find many (6) places. 1n the Scriptures, 

( King. 3 manifeſting the glory of God, and hu power, to be His Smoak. Now 
u1a12 with i becauſe God hath Smosk in i i Temple, ſo hath Gods Adver(ary 
Revel.8, &'g- in hiz Temple alſo, or rather, his Bottomleſſe-pit : Aﬀeer his ſmoak, 
in Kev.g. 2, 3. there follows pewer : andif you lookin the 7, £, and. 

9 Verſes, there is their glory ; And it doth further appear by the 13 

Chapt. and 3 Verſ. that it was /o great power and glory, as that al 

tbe World Wonared and admired it , and yet this Teſms Chriff ac- 

| counts 4 great Wo and plague to them. Now part of this Wo, I be- 
ven ©? lieve, is this Learning which we have here in queſtion ; for, as we 
have before manifeſted, the Sun-light of the Gofpel of Jeſu Chriſt 

allows not, for the g/ory of Chriſts Dottrive is, rhat it ts of the Spi- 
rits-teaching: for when we behold the glory of the Lord in the molt 

' 2 Cor. 3-12 perfe& meaſure, ſo as We are changed ; 46g from glory to glory, 
yetall is from the Spirit of the Lord, ſeeing that he is the promiſed 
Comforter, that is to teach us all good things belonging to our per- 
fe&ion. Then it muſt needs follow, that is a ſmoakie power and glo- 
ry, lowing from the kingdom of Satan,and /o a part of the tail that 
the (c) Dragon drew the Stars Withal after him : and hence comes 
it to paſſe, that now inſtead of the Spirits-teaching, according to 
| | | Peters 


(c)Rev.s 2. ho 
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- Withour HUMANE LEARNING, » 23 
| peers Propheſie, here are a generation that do ariſe, Which privily 2 Pet. w. 1 
' bring in dammable errors, and /o for that end forſaking the Spirit of i Tim, 4: 
' Trath, they ſpeak, lies through hypocriſie, as Paul alſo witneſſeth 
| they ſhould do ; pretending.now that the true and right way for un- 
derftanding the Scriptures'and mind of God was, That men for that 
' end mult learn a part from others, only for that work, and ſo to be 
- rwoht in Tongues and divers Languages, and have their wits exer- 
| ciſed in Arts and Sciences humane : and ſo ſuch a flouriſh bears this 
im mans COnceit , as that it ſeems the only way thar can be for a man 
- tobe made fit for this work : ſo that before while the Angels kept 
their ſtation in Heaven, the Spirit's ſimple teaching was judged ſuf- 
ficient without theſe things for this work ; they now eing fallen | 
from thence to the Earth, and having the key of the bottomleſſe pit, RV 944 
thence it being opened, now ariſeth up (4) Plato and Ariſtotle, and (4) See John 
' amuſritude more of Heathen Philoſophers : Theſe are the four An- Bile on Rey: 
gels that ſtand on the four corners { the Earth, holding the four g.1 
Winds that they ſhould not blow on the Earth, neither on the Sea, 
wither on any Tree ; as being thoſe that have the whole power of 
Preaching in their hand, not ſuffcring any ro blow but who they 
pleaſe, and ſo do with-hold the Truth in anrighteouſneſſe, declarin g 
thereby they be under the Wrath of Ged 2 and they ſeem to yeeld _ 
theſe ſtarry Principles,very fitting 1n their own underſtanding, better 
to farniſh chem with firneſſe to open the mind of God,then His S pirir 
can do ; whereas before, when as the perfedt teachings of the holy 
Spirit ws in force, theſe men of all others were by reaſon of their 
Learning and Y1iſdom, the moſt un- utterableſt men that were in the 
world for the receiving of the Truth , as appears by the teſtimony of 
Inks ; and yet, for all the great Sun-light of the glorious Goſpel As 1. 18 
of Chriſt, 'which theſe men profeſſe, they have theſe black ſmoakie 
principles ſtill ſo ſtifly ſtood for, as that there is no.removing of men 
from the high conceit that they have of them. And doth not this 
' ſufficiently declare, as the Apoſtle ſaith, That God hath blinded:the 
minds of men, ſo as they cannot ſee, but are ſo much the blinder. be- 
cauſe they ſay they ſee: And hence came it to paſſe, that I for 
mentioning Plato and eAriftotle, and ſuchlike , was demanded, Omen: 4 
How I came by the knowledge of that, if not by Humane Learning ? "i 
' with contempt caſt upon ir, as if that which I had from them, being 3 
Humane Learned Men, was of it ſelf ſufficient to overthrow the mat- 
ter, which I had there delivered. 
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ARs 19. 28 
x Cor: 15. 33 
Tit, 1.12 


Rev: 12, 16 © 


1 Tim: 6, ro 
B26 


Rev, I3 4 


 T anſwered theo, as I do Kill, It was none other, but as Paw me, 
tioned to the Athenians their own Poets, and yer for all that he al 


it is to be minded, as 1 have beforedeclared, that T do not vppoſe the 
knowledge of Hutvane things, nor yer deny but that we may be ze. 
quainted with cheir ſayings, as the Apoſtle himſelf, and our Savioys 
was, yea, and that ſometimes we make uſe of them to, as occaſion 
requires, as I have done here, though ſparingly, and but ſeldom, ang 
when it is, that it be of Sreat uſe ; as 1t was at thoſe three times that 


as great af inked Humane ONES as'1, and greater too, Ang 
a 


Pal did uſe them,and no more;that I rememberin all the $cr pture, - 


Now this you fee the Spirit teacherh,and thereforeit cannor properly 
be called Humane Learning, eſpecially in my fenſe, that I have to dy 
withall, which is to- oppoſe that which is maintatned to make men 
fitting to open the mind of God in his Word, which is by the leary- 


ing of Tongues and.Arts, as of neceffity, whereas this is uſed bur by 


the by, and not to find out the Truch with, but it being ſufficiently 
before proved by themſelves alſo. Itis the Spirits order to gain there 
acknowledgment of it, and this is no other learning, but what every 


man without any Scholerſhip (as ye call it) may attain unto; whereas 
chat that is ſo much.gloried in, is, 'That a man is able aptly to ſpeak | 


according to art and knowledge in the Sciences,and this is it by which 
men yet {till are hatched and bred up ; and this, I believe, was the 
means of bringing in all thoſe abominable Errors that the Earth hath 
drunk in,both'in DoAtrine and Practice, and ſo have occaſioned rhoſe 
noiſom luſts that drown men in perdition, that the man of Gol is to 
flee, as beſt beſeetning the tail of the Dragon, and foring with this 


£ Wo, which is further manifeſted, by comparing the Miniſters of 


eſus Chriſt and thoſe together. Now whar marks they be known 
by, you may read in. 2 Cor. 6. from the third to the 11 verſ. where, 


aS in a Looking-glaſs, you.may behold the true Picture both of the 


- one, and of the other : By rhew' We approve onr (elves as the Mini- 


ſfters of Chriſt, and give none occaſion Why our Miniſtry ſhould be 


reproved, ſaith Paul, 1n much patience, in affiiftsons,in neceſſities, 


in diftreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſontyents, intumults, in labour, it 
Watching s, in faftings, by purevieſſe, by knowledge, by long-ſuffer- 


ing, by kindneſſe, by the boty Ghoſt, by love unfetgned, by the Word 
of Truth, by the power of ov id bag armour of 7yghreouſneſſ-,on the 
right hand and on the left , by honour and diſhononr, by evil report 


and good report, 4s deceivers, and yer tre ; a wnknown, andy . 


kvown; 
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Fu " «dying, end yet behold We live; as chaſtened, and not 

Cled; « ſerronfvl, and yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, and yet na- 

Cs 1417 rich ; 45 having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things, 

EF le are the marks by which P as/-approves himſelf, with his 
 elow-labourers, to be the Miniſters of Chriſt. Now the quite con- 
' racy-may be read-in thoſe that profeſſe themſelves ſo to be : They 
' kſprove themſelves to be the Miniſters of Chriſt, in all theſe things: 
Where s their patient bearing With the cy minded, as Pail | 
faith, the (f ) ſerw4nts of God ſhould do? and where are their af-(f) » Tim 
ditions which ghey ſuffer, with their neceſſities and diſtrefſes > are * *4-*5- 
they not for the moſt part full of all outward neceſſaries > Whar are 

they in diſtreſſe for > How many tripes do they ſuffer, or ſhall have 
need ſo to do, be they but obſervant of their Canonical obedience > 

How many, -nay,where are any impriſonments that they ſuffer, or at 

leaſt needeo do, if they live according to their own Laws? And for 

tumults they are ſo far from abiding any, as that they be far more 

ready to make them againſt others, then to endure them themſelves: 

And for their labours, which what he means you may perceive by 

1Cor«.4+12+ . and that to be ſure they are guiltleſs of > And ſo for 

their watchings and faltings, and all the reſt,being duly conſidered of, 

'wemay read the quiteTontrary fulfilled in them, ſo chat of neceſlity - 

there will appear as void a difference, as is betwixt light.and darkneſs, 

ndthoſe perſons more fitly ſuting thar deſcription belonging to the 

(g) Locuſts, then with this deſcription here of the (+) Apoſtle, ſo (e)R 

far they are from. what they pretend themſelyes to be, as that the 2 95.8 | 
words of the Prophet: came truly to be fulfilled in them, That their (b)' 2 Cor. 6. 
(i) Wiſdom and their knowledge perverts them, or cauſes them to from 3 1011. 
erre, and us the Wickedneſſe they truſt unto ; and this is it thar lifes @) 147+ 19- 
themup in their own conceits ſo far,as that they think in their hearts, 

md ſtick not. to ſay alſo wich their congues, that They are for the 

Miniſtration of the Word, and none elſe : and the Lord faith, That 

their wiſdom and knowledge # the cauſe of this their error - and 

they fay it 1s the means of right underſtanding : now whether is to 

be believed, God or they, let all judge, eſpecially when as we ſee, 

that the Lord himſelf is againſt them for it, in denying others he de- 

nies them, ſaying, Therefore ſpall cvil come npon thee, and thou 

ſhalt nor know where it ari{eth, 6, all which declares the depth of 

the wa they lye under ; For is not this a' woful thing, that of that 

Which God hath made a curſe, men ſhould make a blefling, and that 

| F -" --"oninſt 
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Rom : ih ig 


z 


4 54 


26 
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_ * ration tooverl6ok all contemptrhatcan beaſt upon us for the ſame: 


| 
| 
_ * ſuch and fachzwhen as we are to expe | 
(1) Zac-13. 3. Of (4) Zachery, That the Lord will cut off the names of the [dols, Bil 


Gn) Zach, 13, ſhame,- co ſtand inatiy-relation to ſuch Prophers, as (») therethe 
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againſt his. will, and ſay chat his mind canmor-be-known ;- what.can he 
__—_— As ACS 237 BY bi Hen Colo, , 

. In the next place : That b ing-ſo,that men taught by Gods Spirit; 
are oy it ſufficiently made able to know-his mind in word, then 
1t teacherh us not to account any manaty whit the nearer to under= 
ſtandithe Scaiptutes by any humane excellencies,! bur rather ler us be 
ſuſpicious of him thar fur Sony for the ſame 3 eſpecially if he make 
uſe of them in thoſe things ; for, as we have ſeen, they be dangergy 
to be leaned unto; Ir is high time that now we ſhould all awake 
from fleep,and watch in-the Spirit, -and fo let the Lord: have all the 
praiſe and glory of his own:prace ; Not wnto th, Net unto us, but ty, 
his Nami be all the.glory, f re is he only that doth great thing, 

. Alſo it may teach'all men:to ceaſe pinning of their faith upon the 
ſkeves of Learned men, for there is no.good cauſe why we ſhould ſo 
do; but to ſeewith our own eyes; ſeeing that the juſt is «0 liveby 
his own faith, and to believe what'the Lord hath (aid, which js,that be: 
hath '(k)hid thoſe things,thatis, the myſteries of the Goſpe! (among 
which, this which now is declared is one )from the wiſe and learned; 
And this I verily believe;is the wholſom-Dodtrine of the-Goſpe), and 
which hath againſtit the wiſe and learned, oppoſing and denying ofit 
to be ſo,and ſo confirming the words of our Saviour : therefore ned 
we not-to wait for their Wwitheſſe:ts it, but to be glad and rejoice to 
ſce his faying maderrue; / That ht will reveal them to babes, thatis, 
ſimple things. in.the-worlds'eye and- account, and with this confide- 
For-ſo it is now with men, that thicy judge that nothing is hid from 
| & the fulfilling of the Prophecy 


andthe unclean ipirits of the Land; and that while they propheſit, 


their father and mother, that begat them, frallrun them through 


' withthe ſwordof the Spirit, and ſay, they ſhall not live; becas[t 
they told Lies in the Name of the Lord, and then they ſhall be aſ#4- 
med of tbein Vigien, andit then ſhall be known, that their garments, 
by which they' be known and-taken knowledge of to be Miniſter, 
are garments of deceit : and at that day ſuch Prophers ſhall be aſtw 
med of themſelves, as that they ſhall diſclaim themſelves for vey 


Prophet ſhews, when alltheir neareſt friends-with contempt ſhallre 
fafe them, and run them through, faying, Thon toldſt us thes =, 
- ; | : ; am 


wo 
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 Nunieef ther Lord; ſuch light it ſeems (ball then appear, as that 

* they themſelves ſhall count him no Prepher,that i; FH man's 

 exchivge' Now: this: teaching in,queſtion, . is' but man's reaching ; 

«nd therefore hen 45 theglear light appears, they ſhall be aſhamed 

of itz though now they prefer it. JE RE TREE ; 
This Conſideration alſo miniſters matter of thankfulneſſe to God 3 ſe 

- 00 our parts, for his exceeding kindneſſe towards us in Chriſt Jeſa, | 
for that he is pleaſed to reveal theſe great Myſteries to ſuch mean and 

imple things as we are, when as' be conceals them from the wiſe and : 
prudent: This (»)-uſe Chriſt Jeſus himſelf makes, and gives us to (n) Mat, 1%, 
underſtand the true cauſe why, and that he makes not any excellency '* 

in them more then was in others, but only according-to the nature 

ofthe Goſpel, the-good pleaſure -of God ,. which is indeed the only 

ground of all our happineſle ; -and blefſed mult needs all thoſe be that 

can with our Saviour truly conclude with'the ſame. And fo I come 

rwthe next point : Fot having found out who be the Learned men 

'that Peter here intends, which is, they that are taught by the Spirit 

-of God : then it muſt needs follow, that they that are not ſuch, are 

the petverters of theſe and all other Scriptures to their own deſtru- 

Ron's And fo this is another Obſervation ; ENT TEN 

Thar {uch 4s are deſtitute of the Spirits-teaching, though furni- 

fred With Humane L:arning, are the perverters and Wreſters of 

theſe and all other Scriptawes, to their own deſtruttion,  . 

*..Thetrath of this Concluſion appears plainly confirmed to us in the. 
(0) Phariſees, as our Saviour declares -in-many particulars, plainly (, ) Gs a. 
Uſcovering the * þ/3ndxeſſe of theſe learned Teachers, in eſteeming * Mar. 8 
and preferring'of things lefle in themſelves, above ſuch as iyere far from 1640 19 
reater: as the proportion is made- betiwixt the Gold of rhe Temple, d. 

andthe Temp/e ; and:the Adrargand tbat which was effered thengon: 

And ſo blind'were they, that'they counted that moſt holy, which the 

Temple and the Altar made to be holy ; And the lame (p) elſwhere | AJ 
appears, that for all their Learning, they taught direQly againſt the ON. -, 
"mind of God'sn his word, We may ſee the ſamefurther commended Sia 
10usin Barjeſws,-one full of. all (4) /#6rilt9 inthis kind, but'a (1) arsi;.6 
[turner from the Faith, and not co it, and a perverter of the ſtr aight (4) * , 
Pajerof God. The like is to be obſerved in (+).choſe of wham Par! (r) 1 Time 7 
tpaks, that World be Doftors of thei Law, axd yer knew an; What : 
they ſaid, nor whereof tbey. affirmed, ſo wiſe their Humane Leardiog 
Gd helpto make them, © oe th on»... 


P 3 . Now. 
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 Reuſm: Now fromtheword of Jed, good Reaſons may be obſerved, 
EVO rſt, - | 


ther to confirm this ; As firſt, © | 
' Becauſe nothing but the Spirit of God can' bring any to the try, | 
([?) 1 Cor. 2, knowledge of the yword of God: And fo faith the (/ } Apoſtle, 4 
I,  bave received the Spirit of God, that We may know the things thy 
(t) 2Pet. 1? gp given us of God: And Peter (t ) tels us, T hat no Scripture 1, 
TE” of any private interpretation But in oppoſition to that, the Apoſtle 
ſets the Spirir, and oppoſeth it to the Will of Man, and ſo declares 
_ that the Spirits interpretation, where it is, is a publick interpretg. 
tion, and not private; and that Men, though indued with grey 
_ Learning, having not the Spirir of God, can give but a private intey. 
pretation, according to the Apoſtles intent ; Let men judge what 
they will, though it be the Pope, and all his Councils of Cardinal 
and Biſhops, and the reſt of that learned Rabble, yet they being de- 
ſbtute of the Spirit, can give but a private interpretation, according 
to the Apoſtles mind : whereas if a man have the Spirit of Guy, 
though he be a Pedler, Tinker, Chimney ſweeper,or Cobler, he may by 
the help of Gods Spirit, give a more publick interpretation then the 
all ; for, as (#) Pax! faith of Love, the ſame is-to be ſaid of the 
Spirit, Though men i, with the tongues of Men and Angel, 
and hnew all ſ[ecrets,and had all knowledge, yet thu « but as a fm 
ding braſſe, or tinkling Cymbal, without the Spirit. 
Kedſon 2. Another Reaſon is, Becauſe this was one end of fe/w Chriſt hi 
(x) Joh.g. 39. coming into the World, That they that (x) /ce might be mait 
: blind: And this clearly appears in the Phariſees, thoſe learned wilt 
_men, that counted the common people as accurſed, becauſe not kno- 
wing the Law ; and they themſelves ſecing, */efſed ones ; and there- 
(0) Joh. 7.48- fore (7) ſay they, Do any of the Rulers, or Phariſees believe i 
him.? as touching that the Rulers and Phariſees muſt needs know 
(4) Joh the Truth ; when as theſe were b/ind guides, as our Saviour faith; 
U 999. 9.40. 2nd ſo much (>) theſe took notice of , that he ſo accounted. them: 
And ſo alſo they that were blind in mans ſight, as was the blind man 
- there ſpoken of, He [ces the gift of God, and believes in Jeſus Chrip 
for his ſatvation ; and yet they refuſe the knowledge and light df 
this (4) [ccing man, and upbraid him for being born in 2s, and fot 
going about to teach them, ſcorning that ſuch learned men as thy 
ſhould be taught of ſuch as he was, though Jeſus Chriſt hath mac 
him learned, and piven-bimſelf for him. 
Another Reaſon is rendred out of the words : 


(u) i Cor.1s. 
TJ, Zo 


(4) Ver: 29, 


Becauji 
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| | Burauſe ſuch art wnlearned-and unſtable ones; For, as before xyaſon ;, 
' We tg CA perſons are deſtitute of the true learning, ſo allo . 
- wrethey in an unſerled and unſtable condition, ſeeing, as the Prophet i 
- (b) witnefſerh, Thar the Spirit is the eſtabliſher ; neither can they (b) Plal. 51, 
- be rooted and eſtabliſhed in the Faith, according to the (c ) Apoſtles ) Colc2, 7, 
 fayiog, eng Dey be not founded on:the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, but on 
| the ſands of Humane Learning, ariſing from a fleſhly mind,” deſti- 
5m _ Spirit of Truth”; for they have not learned, as the Truth 
27. in CIUSe - | I ; . 
Apain, It muſt needs be ſo, that ſuch muſt pervert the Scriptures ; Reaſon 44 
becauſe it is impoſſible-for them to go beyond their principle. Now 
their principle is Error,as the following words declare, and by it they 
he guided and led, even the whole heap of them, as big as it is ; 4nd 
theſe ſhall ſatis fie mens luſts, and turs them from the Faith, unto 
- Fables, as the (4) Apoſtle long ago hath forerold : For, ſuch as are (4) z Tim. 4. 
themſelves of the fleſh, turn all things to fleſhlineſle, for that is it 45 
- which they ſavour ; For tothe unclean all things are unclean, their 
conſciences being defiled, as (e) witneſketh the Apoſtle : Hence was (e) Tit.t,15 
 itthat when as our Saviour (f) bade the Jews to deſtroy thu Tem- (+) Joh,z,29 © 
ple, meaning his (g.) 5ody : they themſelves being carnal, underſtood o 
| himto ſpeak of the Temple of Jeruſalem. And ſo the Capernaits, (8) Ver-29 
when as Jeſus Chriſt tels them, He will give them of hu (h) fieſs to (b) John 6. 
eat, they being carza/, cannot bear it, and all becauſe they be de- In 
ſtitute of the Spirit, for it was in a ſpiritual ſenſe that he intended it. Verl. 53.60, 
And the like is to be ſeen in Nicodemas a Phariſee, and ſo a learned 63+ 
mas, being a Teacher, and a Ruler of the Jews, this man for all this, J9Þ-5: 72 3» 4+ 
when as. Jeſus Chriſt tels him, thar he muſf be born again, otherwiſe 
he cannot enter ixto the K sng dom of God, he ſeeing no further then 
nto the natural birth, demands how that could be, that 4 man when 
he is old ſhould enter into his mothers Womb, and be born again ? 
| ſodeſtirute-was he of the ſpiritual meaning of the mind of Jcſus 
| Chriſt in his Word. | 
* Another Reaſon (me thinks) included in the words, is ; 
\ Becauſe ſuch perſons are uſually veſſels of Wrath , prepared to 
 deſtrg@ion, therefore they drive all co the ſame end, to which them- 
ſelves belong : The Goel i the [avonr of life to life in them that 
are ſaved; tut # the ſavour of death to them that periſh, Yer 
would I not from hence have any to conclude, that I deny ſalvation - 
to-karned men, as ſome' in efleR have affirmed ( as 1 hear ) of ine ; 
W. for 


= 
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for the Scriptore is againſt it, as is already before declared fromthe 
(+) Apoſtle,thongh there be »ot many. But yet this for certain is the 
worſt work that a carnal man can undertake, to meddle with the 
Scriptures, ſeeing that he abuſeth them, and'that to his bwn deſtry- 
ion : for the ord is a Sword with two edges, which whoſoever 
(k) Rom: 145 that is carnal meddles \ith, it will run into his heart, to (k,) barden 
'. * * it againſt the day of Wrath, And ſo I conceive the point is clear and 
| plain, T hat men without Gods Spirit, though furniſht with Humane 
Learning, do mre#t the Scriptures to their own deſtruftion, | 
i Objef, But here it will then be demanded, How ſtall We know Whethr 
We have the Spirit of God, or the ſjirit of Error > 
Anſwer. I anſ\ver, That the Spirit of God is a ſufficient witneſſe to it ſelf, 
ſeeing that the Spirsr is Truth, Now this agreeing, as it doth, with 
the Word, needs not any other #-ftimony of it ſelf, becauſe it is the 
(1) 1 Joh. 5-6 wirneſſe of God, and that is the greateſt; as ſaith Fobn, (1) The 
Spirit beareth Witneſſe, for the Spirit is Truth : and again, Hereby 
(m) 1 John 3 (- ) Wwe know that He abideth in mw, even by the Spirit that He hath. 
$V032 Hh, , 
, Next, 'It is tobe known by its operations and Works : As firſt, it 
ſavours ſpiritual things, They that arc after the fleſh, (faith the 
(n) Rom:8.5. Apoſtle) (n) ſavonr the things of the fleſh: and y that are after 
0) Verſe 10. the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. And again, The (0) Spirit * 
& Verſe 11. life for righteouſneſſe ſake, and is ſaid to be of a (p) quickning and 
2s anenlivening nature for rsphteon/neſs, Thefruits of it are further 
(4)Gal. 5.22, manifeſted in{4q } other places. - Now theſe things being foundin 
23s us, do witnefle for G © D againſt Error, though'ir ſer it ſelf up with 
never ſo high a hand. And yet here (me thinks) I hear the worldly 
2 Objef. Jearned men ſaying to me, as did (7) Zedekiah, When went the Syi 
Fl i 32:24 13e of God from them 10 [uch as Iſþake of > To this T anſwer, Thit 
with Zedekiah, ſuch perſons do byt beg the queſtion, and take for 
sranted like him, that which they never had ; for that could never 
depart from him which was never with him : therefore though he 
{ſ) Verſe 6 Were great, and his companions many, as is (/') ſhewed, ard that 
Re, AMitaiah was but one poor Prophet alone, and hated of the King, yet 
he had'the-Spirit of God, when asall the other were led and ruled by 
the lying ſpirit. AndthoughF#/wa Chriſt,and his learned ones,cannt 
be believedof the great 2nd -honourable Prophets of the World, but 
by Zedckjabs ſhall be-ſmitren on the cheek, when by them this que 
ſtion'is demanded of the:Lord5i'Propherr, yer- this anſwer may bt 
2h, _ - given 
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| gircathem, thar when as. they come to hide themſelves in ſecret,and ; 
' tobeaſhamed of their Yiſon, and that the (:) ſeven laſt plagues (7) Revel yr, 
* cometo befulfilled, ſpoken of in the Revelarions, then they: (hall find 
* therr#th of the teſtimony that is born againſt thera/z,,though in the 
- nega time the ſervants of the Lord be committed to-priſor, thereto 
artbtibread of affisftion,& the water of affiisonfar their teſtimony. 
 : Butthough it be granted,that Humane Learning, is no-help to un- - 3 0bje#. 
leſtand the-mind of God; yet, & it not n/eful to furniſh ws with 
words to-expreſſe our ſelves in the delivery of the Goel? 
- Janſwer with Par/, That the whole Scripture 4: given. of God, Anſw. 3 
and is profitable to make the man of God abſolute and threughly 
(u) furniſhed to every good Work : whence I conclude, that if the (u) 2 Tim«z. 
Scripture be perfett and abſolute for every good Work, then it is ſo 16: 
for that , ſo that then there is no need of wars Wiſdom to help the 
Mmiſters of God, And further , ſaith the Apoſtle, he preached , ou 
the (x) Goipel, not with wiſdom of words : If not with W:i/dom 17 
of words, then I conclude they were needlefle, and ſo much the next 
words declare, /eſt (faith he) / ſhould make the Croſſe of none effett. 
' Andapain, 1, Brethren, (ſaith he) When 1 came unto you, came not 
with (7) excellencie of cech, or of Wiſdom , ſhewing unto you the (5) 1 Cox.2.r 
ny of God, -but frees himſelf from it, denying that his preach- 
' ing food in the (2) imticing words of mans wiſdom ,; but on the (4) Verſe 4: 
contrary, in;the plain evidence and demonſtration j the Spirit. And . 
afterwards he gives the Reaſon for it, (4) That their Faith fpould (4) Verle 5 
not be in the Widows of men, by which it ſeems it is ſubje&ſo to be, 
fthat were uſed.- And .ſo we find that indeed it is, and not # the 
power of God, by the plain demanſtration of the Spirit. And though. 
inall this. one would think the Apoſtle had ſaid enough 19 this matter 
for the manner of the delivering of the Tr#th, yer for all this he hath 
not done with it, but.minds it yet (4) again, ſaying, Which things (2) 3 Cor. 2. 
@ we know thin, (o:we alſo ſpeak, not with Words Which mans wiſ- > STREA 
dom teacheth; | And ſo again, he (c) (lightly paſſeth over the words 9. Ln 
ofthe falſe Teachers,as not worth:the knowing or regarding :. there- © Fo 
fore he faith, 7/hen he comes, he will knowgnot thetr words, but their 
power. 'And'ſo again, he condeſcends to the falſe Teachers ſo far, as 
to confeſs, that he was (d) rudein Spraking,but not ſo in knowleage: (d) x Cor.11% 
'By all-which places it plainly appears, that mans wiſdom. i to be re. 6, 
jited, even in ſpeaking the Wordof God, and that none are to affet 
any excelſencie chat way, but ro content themſelves even with the 
Ra | =, 
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Vſe 1: 


uſe of the »«rurel abilities they have, without any. art or $ill 
learning furthers ' i ba Ys | 

Bur Apollos « [#id to be ancloquent man, a»d wighty in thy 
Scriptures, Ads 18.24. © PPT 2 

And ſo doubtleſſe was Paxl, and Hoſes, and thoſe mentioned in 
AF+ 19. and yet, as I have before manifeſted, that when as all theſe 
came to receive the Faith, they left, forſook and contemned all thyt : 
ſo do I believe was it here with this man, that when as he came to he 
raught further in the knowledge of Chriſt, that he then became more 
and more ſvtable to the radeneſſe and mplicity of preaching the 
Goſpel, aſwel as Pawb, for never afterwards do we read that he was 
commended by that term ; for ſuch manner of excellency was proper | 
to the Law, and not tothe Goſpel in any degree. * Bur, Secondly, - 
Take it for granted that he perſiſted in his E/oguevce, yer it appears 
that it was {uch as he had obtained by being mighty in the Scrip. 
tures ; And this alſo further juſtifies a former Anſwer, That the 
Scripture alone is ſufficient to furniſh ms with expreſſion. So noy 
the point remaining true for all this, That men deſtitmte of the Spie 
rit, having Humane Learning, do pervert the Scriptures to their 
own deſtruttion. | 


* * This in the firſt place may teach all men, that are without Gods 


Spirit, how wiſe and learned otherwiſe they ſeem to be,to beware of 
medling with the Scriptures, it is the worſt work that poſſibly they 
can undertake, for in ſo doing they meddle with that in which they 
have no skill, and ſo wound themſelves : for it is a /Zarp 1wo-eaged 
ſword, and they having no skill to handle it, to be ſure it will dange- 
rouſly wound them, to their own deſtruion : But ſeeing the er=th 
is ſo, as that they have neither ears to hear, nor hearts to underſtand. 
#8, therefore I will thus paſle it over : And, 

In the next place, take notice, That ſuch perſons without Gods 
Spirit, what ever they be elſe, yet they be- both wnlearned and an- 


'e) 1 Cor. 14. ſtable men, according to the mind of God : So the (e) wnbelieveris 


i$o 
7 f) Jam 1, 
6, 7, 8 


called of Paxl, an unlearned man; And ſo much incfk& (f) Jame: 


tels us, of a faithleſs mans inconſtancy, that he & 7057 about like 4 


wave, and is #nfFable in all his wayes of Religion; for indeed, want- 
ing the Spirit to eſtabliſh him, he is driven hither and thither of cvery 
blaſt and breath of mans wiſcom ; and ſo much experience, without 
any more Scriptures, daily proves, upon every change of Orders and 


Ordinances of Religion : How confident have many wiſe worldly 


Learnel 


- -* Without Hu MANE LEARNING. WR” | 7 
"Lrarged men been of their ſtability, for being brought to yeeld to 
"thisor that, -when as the raging wave of the $ca hath roared bur a 
iele, bow have theſe men fallen from their ſuppoſed Rability and 
* ſtedfaltnefſe 2 ſo thar inſtances T need not name, every ones ſmall ex- 
| recience can; bring forth enough : Bur from all this there is given us 
coſe rhe Scriptures fulfilled before our eyes, for our confirmation, 
and their juſt conviction. | 
Now in the next place, I will manifeſt in ſome few particulars, 
' how theſe {247d men, bur according to Peters intent wnlcarned 
mev, do pervert the Scriptures , msKing their interpretations as 
' carnal as themſelves ; for when as the Scriptures ſpeak of Learning, 
' nd ſo by it do for the moſt part commend unto us the Learning of 
the Spirit of T rath, as before we have feen from this Text,and many 
noreplaces; theſe perſons preſently apply them to .Humane Learn- 
ing, and che Texts are all by them wreſted and perverted : and in this 
kind many inſtances might further be alleaged. Firſt, concerning the 
Church, Whereas the, Scriptures do authorize Chriſtians to gather 
themſelves rogerher in Chriſt's Name, and ſo have the (g.) promiſe (s/ Ma" "8+ 
of Gqds preſence in ſo doing. This they preſently deny to be the in- *** 
tent of the place, and ſay,it is to be meant of two or three coming to- 
ether in performance of Prayer, or ſuch like,contrary to the ſcope of 
the place, which treats only of ſuch as are in Church-Ocder,and have 
committed to them the power of binding and looſing, with the pro- 
miſe of Chritt Jeſus his approving of the ſame by them: And beſides, (þ) Levic.16. 
Where in the Scripture is Chriſt Jeſus ſaid to be in the mids of any *"2 22 , 
but his (+) Churches > And further, Whereas the Scriptures ſpeak Sw as 
of the Church, Temple, and Houſe of God, applying theſe ſayings to 14. aaatb 
Believers, and ſuch as are (5) b=ilded upon Chrift by faith ; Theſe Rev. 13.1. 
|they wrelt and pervert, in applying theſe Titles to their houſes of ,Rev-2-1+ 
ime and tone, calling them the Houſes of God, and Temples for (7) 2 joy be 
Him to dwell in.; though the Scriptures be plain to the contrary, as ee" ; 
Stephen declared to the { k) Council Jong ago, and that from the te- AD a 
ſimony of the (/ ) Prophet long before : and ſo our (>) Saviour (k) A&s 7: 
himſel to the woman of Samaria, denying for the time to come any 47» 48, 50. 
ſuch places, as the Jews and Samaritans doted on , but tels her, and (1) Te Es be 
us, That Spiricual Service in (# ) any place, as he ſaith himſelf, ſhould tron ry 
Plaſe him, though ir will not give carnal men content. Likewiſe, are 20. ME: 
not the Scriptures alleadged frequently by theſe Learned men for the 
Nation and People for being the Ye of God ? And for the ſame 
| Ps | end, 


ip 


34 The Sufficientie of the Syn 1tT's-Toaching © 

end, National Obſeryances, as the High-Prieſt, conſecrated and fv. 
- apart for the ſervices of the Church, and fo under him the reſt of the 

holy Prieſts, with their holy Garments, and Tithes and ſuch like for 

their maintenance ; and for this purpoſe the Scriptures alleaged in 
moſt plentiful manner, both from the Law and the Prophets, for the 
_ _ Juſtifying of their Names, Orders and Adminiſtrations ;-when as if 

(e) ARts T0. it be ſpiricually diſcerned, agd the Scriptures not wreſted nor per. 

. _—__ verted, it will be found true, as. Peter (0) ſaith, That not every Nz- 
(p) Rev:13-7 tion,nor any more any Nation, bur i every Nation them that fear 
with Rev: 16. ghe Lora, and none other, are accepted of him : Whereas Chril 
hg Jeſus himſelf hath told us, "That the (q) Beaſts ſhould have pour 

(q) Pfal. x25. : -AY., FER 

Pal. r, over every Kinred, Nation and Tongue, and that the National Ci- 
(1) Heb. 12. ties ſhould fall ; whereas Mount Sion, the City of God, ſhall never 
be moved, as faith the ( »-) Propher, and alſo the Apoſtle. By thi 

then it appears, that all ſuch Scriptures- as are alleaged for the main- 

tenance of a National Church, are perverted, beins that long ſince 

(() Rev.14.1. the Lord hath rejeRed it. Now accounting a company of Saints in 
Pſ.14. 9, from fellowſhip with Himſelf, to be (/') Monnt Sion, that ſhall neverhe 
G) Ke I moved ; and theſe he hath made ( Garin os Prieſts to God, The 
&5.w, like we may ſee in the Miniſters of the Church ; ſeeing that they 

x Pet,2 9. Were of old times in that Church 'to be honourable perſons in out- 

| - ward honour and eſteem, for their names,Priefts; for their callings, 

above the reſt of the people, a d:t:n# body of themſelves ; for their 

apparel, asfferent in their adminiſtrations from other of the pecple, 

and ſo for their maintenance,by T#-es and Offerings : all which had 

(u) Gal.4-12 a reſpe& to Chriſt, and were in him to have their end, as the Apoſtl 

(#) declares, as being but Worldly rudiments, | 

__ Yet theſe men, though they profeſſe themſelves 24:nifters of 7e- 

{ws Chrift, and under the Goſpel , yet Childlike, as under Ttvr: 

and Governors, do yet obſerve theſe things, after the. rudiments 

| the World : and ſo ſutably ro the Goſpel, cannot abide to approie 
 . -(#) 2 Cor.6; themſelves to be Miniſters of Chriſt by ſuch marks as his Word at 
from 4. 1010. fords, as we have (x) before conſidered ; but they muſt be ment. 
honour, and ſuch as be diſtin& from others, in their apparel, man: 

renance, and ſuch like : diſhonour and reproach, and nakedneſs, ani 
|  lving on meeralms they cannot brook : but they be fo far fron 

G) ARs 2.33, WOrking with their own hands for their own neceſſities,as the Apolte 
34» 35- requires that the (5) Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould'do, as that tif 
 Wreſt the Scriptures of the Law and the Prophets, haling in Nah 
| F \vel 
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WE <Witboht Hunani LzanniING  — 25 
'were)+by phe Hair; of the head, the Scriptures to ſpeak for them 
4nd their delicious living , ps Dives, delicioully every day ;, 
whereas the Elders of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould (z) feed the flock of God (4) £5, 7. 
pot caring for it for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, Fr 
But leaving theſe thiogs, and ſuch.as theſe are, which declare them 
to be more ſutable for Moſes and the Law, which tends unto wrath 
ind bondage, then ſuch as are Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and made 
partakers of the liberty of the Servants of God. - 
1will ſpeak of ſome few things that-are in difference among ther ,,..., _ 
1nd us: You know it is vſually objected againſt us, becauſe of our with the © 
departure,out: of the (4) wbrds of Perer to our Saviourgbeing theſe, Anſwer. 
whither ſhall we go? thou haſt the Words of eternal life :. from (4) Job. 6. 68 
whence is copcluded againſt us, if the Text be not perverted, that we 
inleaving them, do forſake Jeſus Chriſt, wherein they take it for 
oranted that he is with them, and not with thoſe that forſake them: 
whereas the Text is clear to prove, that the words of eternal life are 
in Him; as (6 ) himſelf ſaith alſo, 7 he words that 1 Speak are Fpirit (b) John 6 
aud life ; and this who denies, but that be that hath the Son bath 2 
life ; he that bath not the Son, hath no life : But let not the Text 
be wreſted : Yet what proofis here that Antichriſt hath the words 
of eternal life, and rhat there is no forſaking of him ? and yet all that 
. know wherein the difference lyes,know that this is the Controverſie; 
and how that theſe perſons, thus forſaking, go to Chriſt, and to the 
' word of eternal life, ſeeing that the Lord (c) binds the teſtimony, (c)16,8.16 
and ſeals up the Law among hu Diſciples ; ſo that till it can be pro- * 
ved that theſe [cave Chriſt, and forſake the words of eternal life, the 
Text muſt be taken for none other but to be perverted, and a vai! 
drawn over it, to beguile the ſimple. RN Os 
, Uponthis ſame Head hangs another .great Exception againſt vs, jeg, 
which is,}here had We our conver (on(if we have any) 5f no: among : 


them? and ſo takipg,ic for granted that we had it among them; A 
| great Out-cry is made againſt us, as if we had ftoln their gods, and 
done them great wrong , and .for this purpoſe, this amongſt other 
things is alleaged, That that Church Which & able to beget, ts able (4) Plairgiy 


'to bring #Ps | WE Rom: 2.16 
Now for anſwer hercunto, ir is tobe minded, That,converſion doth n Pee: 1.3. 23 
Properly belong to the (4) Word of the Lord, Now this Word by (© Pl 147. 
- which weare all begotten, is che proper portion of the Church of '- 
God, as(e) divers Scriptures declare jz Hence thea muſt it-needs fol- x Gorey 2 
wes” | Go IRR l nh low, Mina 
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36 \ - The Sufficiencit of thi SPIRIT'S -T teaching 
low, That whoſoever are converted tothe Lord, thoſe by vertue of 
their converſion belong to the true Church ;/ becauſe,as is beforeſaiq, 
the Word is hers, and therefore they are to cleave to her,ind forſgke 
thoſe places where they were converted, and that for this reaſon, 
becauſe the Lord himſelf is (f) ſaid to count, when as he writes the 
(f) Pla.78. 6 people that this man was born there; that is, in Szon, the Church of 
God, though that the man were converted in mans account in Bae 
and Paleſtina, yer the Lord when he counts, ſhall write the conver. 
ted man to be born in $i9n his Charch : Now all Gods People ſhould 
count and write 2s God doth, and give 8«bel no honour at all of 
, their converſion, becauſe. the Lord doth not give her any : And the 
ſame thing is abundantly ſeen in the Converts, that they arc exhor- 
| (6) AR.2: 42 ted to (g ) leave thoſe places where they were converted, and ſo they 
(b) AR.2.44- did, as the (h) Scripture manifeſteth in many places, which might 
& 17. 4:34 be noted. | 
| Apain, It is to.be minded that God Himſelf counts all the Faith. 
| (CRev-12.4,5 full to belong to the (i) Woman, the Charch of God, as appears in 
({ Exod. 4. the Revelations, where the Mfan-child, as is evident "by ( k ) other 
(1) Exo 4. 5.x Places, contains all the F aithful , even the whole Chyrch of God, 
 - This $9» of God, and his Man-child, is called his (!) People, The 
fike appears in 1/a. 66.7, 8. where the Man-cbild is interpreted to 
be a whole Nation of Children, including all the Faithful: Now 
| this Woman is ſaid tobe in travel crying ; and if yours be that 
Church that is in this. travel crying, and in paz», according to 
the Scriptures, I am content the Chil ſhall be acknowledged yours, 
bur if it be in jol5t9, and withour/0770w, putting the others to pain 
and ready to cut the /iving Child in pieces, how then can I acknow- 
(m) Gal4.24 ledpe it for the rrwe mother, when as alſo the Apoſtle ſaith, That Je- 
ruſalem that is from above, is the (m) Mother of w all ? and (hei 
not one that gendreth to bondage,but to freedom as ſaith the Apoltle 
and therefore me thinks it 4ppears that every ones conver on ſtrong- 
ly binds him to make ſpeed to that Church, which conſiſts of ſuch as 
are faithful in Jeſm Chriſt, as being the proper inheritance to which 
' they all bclong, and to know that all ſuch places-as are alleaged to 
conclude otherwiſe, be but 'wreſted and perverted, though never ſo 
fair a gloſſe be ſet upon them ; for Godever ſince the beginning hath 
put enmity betwiet the ſeed of the Woman, and the ſeed of the Ser 
pext : and accurſed ſhall all they be that joyn thoſe together, that 
, God hath ſo far ſeparated; and therefore ler none of Gods SE 
We a 


| - Without HUMANE LEARNING. 37 
' fand wich one foot on fomne-S5oy, and anotheron Babylon, leſt 
"hat whichis halting be turned out of the way, Heb, 12, 
* - Another Objection igainſt us is broughr in the defence of your 
 Miniſtery after this manner. ER Pg it, 
That Miniftery that. doth the work of the Miniſtery of Feſus 
Cirif, ſpoken of in Epheſ. 4. for the perfelting of the Saints, iu a 
true Miniftery , but your Miniſtery ( you (ay) doth the ſame 
' Work, Go 

4 it the Work, of the Miniſtery of the Apoſtles, &c. to read 
' Divine Service, Church Women, Marry, and bury the Dead, and 
' ſach like. Services a5 theſe are ? Did the Apoſtles perfett rhe Saints 
after this manner ? For, who knows not bur that this is the ſubſtance 
of what your Office of Miniſtery binds you unto ? as for Preaching 
thabmay be diſpenced withall, and a little now and then may ſerve 
 theturn- p 
Beſides, as is granted, your Offices are not the ſame there men- 
tioned, that Je/ws Chriſt from on high pave gifts unto; foryou 
have others, that the Scrsprare ſpeaks nor of any otherwiſe, then by 


- 
- 


. * 
's 
. 


* 


 Miniſtery, which, you ſay, is anſwerable to that of the Apoſtles, by 
your gathering of the Saints together, taking it for granted that you 
ay: From what do you convert them ? If from the power of dark: 
veſſe, as you would ſeem to imply, into the Kingdom of Chriſt, as 
did the (0) Apoſtle, then, by your own grant, in the power of dark- 
eſſe you found them ; and the truth is, that where you found them, 
there you leave them: When you found them before their conver- 
fon, you profeſſed of them, that they were regenerate and born 4- 


#9: To what then do you convert them ? or, have you converſion 


after regenergtion ? You alſo bade theſe perſons before, To take, 
and eat, in remembrance that Chriſt died for them, and ſo givethem 
the Seals of Life and Salvation ; and yer after all this, you being 
Miniſters to them, come to juſtifie the truth of your Ainiftery by 


your conver ſion of theſe People, that by theſe things have no need of © 


amendment ; and yet when all is done that you plead for, they {till 
abide in the ſame Chxrch, under the ſame Afiniftery, in the ſame 
abs ug they were converſant in before, when as I have decla- 
red before, that when as the Apoſtle converted aoy, thoſe Converts 
left their former places, turning from duwb 1dols,to ſerve the living 
Goa, Now it hath been long acknowledged and profeſſed, That the 
RED (OY worſhip 


the (») names of Blaphemy : But for the power and work of the ( N17: 3 


(0) Col 1.13 
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K Worſhip of your Church, and: rhe Miniſtery of it came ont of the 
Popes ſhop, and muſt needs be reformed, or elſe the Judgement of. 
.0 D cannot but light upon 'you, as hach been man feſked in the 
"ſt and ſecond eAdmenition to the Parliament, in the daye; of ©, 
EL1ZABETH, andall know that yer it- continues the ſame that 
then it was: and- if it were ſo bad then, as it Teported that a 
thouſand Miniſters ſaid-it was, ſmall cauſe have any to plead conver. 
fron, when as they ſhall continue in ſach abominations, as that the 

plagues of God cannor, by their own confeſſion,be with: held; ſcein 
(p) Plal. 119: char the Scripeures, and Spirit of God teacheth us, That (p) the 
9bs fear of the Lord tracheth men to refrain their feet from every evil 
Way, and to cleyſe onr ſelves from alt filthineſſe both of fleſh and 
| ſpsrit, and ro grow up unto full holineſſe in the fear of God, or the 
(4) Mat. 44 Worſhip of Gedas our Saviour (9) interprets it, and to hate the very 
- 2Cor. 2.1. (7) garment ſpotted by the fl:ſh. Now theſe things well conſidered, 
(1) Jude 23- ir wil appear that the ſeveral Scriptures that are continually brought 
for the maintenance of your Miniſtery, are bur as ſo many flouriſhes 
; by which the #ord of Truth js wrelted and wringed like a noſe of 
Wax, contrary to their proper intents and ſcopes, to ſerve your own 
turns ; which who they be of you, or others, that are the perverters 
of them, God knows, and one day will judge betwixt the righteow 
and the Wicked, and give to every one according as his works ſhil 
be :- In the mean while tome it appears plain, That mew deſtitute of 
the Spirit of God, be they as /e. ned as may be in ans Learning, 
yet they. do pervert all Scriptures, to their own deſtruftion ; when 
as the »nlearned one, ſimple men and women, having rhe Spirit of 


Trut hb in them, ſhall rightly know them, and G ods mind in them, for 
their great comfort, * a | 


Again, Seeing this is ſo, that ſuch men do thus pervert the Scrip- 
tures, this ſhould provoke all that are made able Miniſters of the 
( ) 2 Cor. 3- Spirit, as ſaith the (/)) Apoſtle, that they take the ſame Apoſtles ad- 
— ew vice, ſaying, (t) If thou put the Brethren in remembrance of theſe 
(!) r Tim-4 6 things, thou (halt be a good” Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt : If thou put 
the Brethren in remembrance of theſe things : What things ? Thole 
0) m"_ te things mentioned'(#) before, how that the Spiric hath foretold of 
RE Zack . Doctrines of Devils, bow that men ſhould ſpeak lies through hypo- 
| ze crifie, &c. as Z 4chary alſo foretold that the (x) Father and Mother 
of the Prophet ſhould ſay, that he tld them lies in the Name of tht 
Lord: 1fthou put the Brethren in remembrance of theſe things, oy 

Th | cauſe 


I... «4 G OP 
, 5] ; 4 5% af 
\ 


Rat tr bs. hs Mee y Sdn ret i | a Pp: 
o » 7 P43 WY 7 «+ 7S OR S FEY SALE: ep yy £0 e F £9 OT ve” PILE. ROO + o 47 $4556 >, Tk , Tu . 4 
bs Milt % : » oh 5 No et 965 : vl "I OI FSST LY 2730, / " 
- - F C Ly 
- : 7] L E 
_- 


ae GE | Wag 5. 
> bþ "is 6k 3 ij EY hc Ales. 4 , * > hs 4 © 3h : "; a 1 Vs © b E a 7 a%;; 
DTT +2 £05 Oy F 3.4% : | PROS Ra Re,” Wn 
4 ry wo %a. ” . fs . -_- 4 o 4 ) & C 
4 ; ., ' ; T TE ARA REIT 
 __ -> Without HUMANE LEARNING» os 
| ” 8. 4 w y 4 6 ul y F (_ 60 42 * 
” . . 8 . 6 


uſe they are ſubje& to forget them, and thou ſhouldſt be their Re- 
nembrancer, which if thou do, thou ſhalc be a good Miniſter of 
Feſfus Chriſt, which haſt been nouriſhed up in the words of Faith and -* 
"200d DoQtrine : then mark-; theſe things are not error nor lies, nor 
"he a falſe teacher that ſpeaketh of them, but a good Miniſter that 
* hath been nouriſht up in Faith and good DoAtrine, which was con- 
tinually taught of Pax/,and heard of Timothy , And to this is to be | 
added what che Apoſtle (7) faith further in chis matter, declaring, (5) « Tim; 6+ - 
| that he that conſenteth not to wholſom Doftrine, that is according 3-4 
* togodlineſle, is puft up and knows nothing, but dotes about words, 
"and is ſuch a one as is ſo far corrupted by the fleſh, as that he js robe 
' ſeparated from : Therefore Gods good Miniſters, as:weſee,ſhbuld be 
- careful of theſe things, as knowing of whom they ſhall receive their. 
' reward, and what ſhall alſo-be their portion from men of the world, 
{ in that which is (=) death in the world, but (4) Zife with the Lord; (4) Rev. 11.7 
 Befaithful therefore to the d:ath and you ſhall have a (b) Crown of G "pa 13 
| tife : declaring the power of the Spirit of the Lord in you. - WM 
- Nowin the laſt place, I will conclude with the exhortation of the wy 5 
| (c) Apoſtle 1n the words following. Ye therefore, Beloved, ſeeing (c) 2 Per: 33 
ye knew theſe things before, (what things ? :among others, theſe, '6> 18 
That Worldly learned men, are Gods #nlearned men, being deſtitute | 
of his Spirit ) beware, and take heed, leſt ye alſo aſwell as others 
( you being ſubje& to it) be plucked away before you be aware, into 
the error of the. Wicked,to think that Gods Iſyſteries can be attained 
to by ans Learning, and ſo you fall from your own ftedfaſtne{s, 
which is (4) chrough Faith ; for, by Faith je fland, and by the Spi- 
4; for, by it ye are alſo (e) eſtablit : and for a preſervative 
againft this error, as oppoſit to it, Grow and increaſe in the prace of 
God, and the knowledge of the Lord Feſwms Chrif}, which is that that 
. Will preſerye you from er7r797, Now to Him be g/oy, not to us, nor 
t0 man, but ro Him, our Lord FESVOS CHRIST, both now 
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(0 Rom: 21, 
c) Pfal. 5T. 
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and for evermore, eAmen. 


e's. I $ a. 44-25: en a 
The Lord fruſtrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviner: 
mad, turneth wiſe men backward, and maketh their knowledge 


fooliſhneſſe. }: 


FINIS. 
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WW: 4 How! how now? hath How ſuch learning found: 
To throw Arts curious Imaze to the erounas © 
Cambridge and Oxford, may their giory now, 
Vail to a Cobler, if they knew but How : 
Thoagh big with Art, they cannot over top 
The Se 1K1 T's Teaching in 4 Coblers ſhop. 
' Reader, if thou an Humane Artitt be, 
Let Humane Learning be no judge for thee : 
Lay down thine Arts : then this Coblers End, 
And ſee, if it be by the Sv 1n1 7 pend. 
Mean time adne, ye Arts and Artiits all, 
The Sy 1k1T's Teaching may attend the Aul. 
And thou, brave Cobler, blew anther blaſt 
Upon their Learning, though thou blow thy L AST. 
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